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INTRODUCTION. 



In the first edition of my small book, I tendered to the 
public a short introduction ; to which, in the second, I 
added a few words. The two former editions have had 
a sale and run beyond my expectation ; and judging by 
the past, I think I can dispose of a third. 
5 I will now state what I was sorry I omitted in my in- 
troduction to the first edition : 

Being in worldly cu-cumatances rather low, I had a 
faint hope that I might in my advanced age better my 
condition by the jivails of my book, at least in a small 
degree. For the sale of the book I look principally to 
my own denomination, with whom I have enjoyed a 
happy, a pleasing acquaintance for many years; first 
with the fathers and mothers, (most of whom have fal- 
len asleep) and more recently with their children, whom 
I ** love for their f pikers* sokes. ^^ The alacrity with 
B^iich they have patronized me in my first and second 
edlticais^. excites emotions of gratitude, and at the samo 
time gives assurance in advance that they will, as re- 
spects ray third, treat me kindly, and be pleased with 
my little book in measure quite up to its worth, and 
even beyond ; and so not call it ** Cabul," a name which 
Hiram gave to the cities which King Solomon gave him. 
I have not the vanity to think that my work is stamped 
with merit, and that I lay my readers under any obliga- 
tion by its publication. Nay, such a thought is far from 
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me. Nor have I, nor do I expect patronago because mj 
patrons either had or have high anticipations of a meri- 
torious performance. But yet I believe my readers will 
have a measure of satisfaction in tracing lines and lia- 
fening to thoughts from him who is their sincere friend ; 
whose intellect, heart, and hand have been exercised 
three score and sixteen years ; and of course mav witii 
propriety say, with Barilla of old, **How long have I 
to live?" ' 

There are but few men of ordinary genius, having 
escaped the arrows of death until they are pressed with 
a weight of years, but what can, if they have been bat 
moderately wise observers of men, principles, and 
events, gather up and commit to paper things whidi 
may be interesting to those disposed to read such a 
production. 

The writer is now advanced in life, and, according to 
nature's sovereign course, must soon pronounce his val- 
edictory, and bid all his Christian friends a long fare- 
well, wishing them grace, mercy, and peace. 

If my age spake favorably and usefully for me in 
getting off the former editions, my vantage ground 
now will surpass the former, inasmuch as I am now 
pressed with several years which then had not overtaken 
me. Lord Pitt, when young, and in debate in Parlia- 
ment with an aged lord, said that age always brought 
one privilege with it, viz : that of being supercilious and 
impudent, without punishment. But I can say in sin- 
cerity, that for me, age has secured a measure of candA*, 
courtesy, and friendship, which, when reviewed, will 
tenderly affect me until the organ of memory shall be 
palsied in death. And I shall here venture to say, 
that with increasing yeai*s, I have endeavored to treat 
my brethren, one and all, respectfully, rather than im- 
pudently. And now that all who read may seek and 
find the path which the Savior trod, is the prayer of 
their humble servant. A. K. 
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ELD. ARIEL KENDRICK. 



I was born in the town of Coventry, Conn., in 
the year 1772. My fatli^, Ebenezer Kendrick, 
Qiarried Anne Davenport* I was the third of 
eight children* My parents lived in the parish 
of the Rev. D. D. Huntington, a man of great 
learning and splendid talents. He held his 
standing in the orthodox church from his youth 
until bis death, which was at an advanced age. 
After his decease, a treatise in favor of Universal- 
ism was found in bis study, with an order in his 
will for its publication, which was carried into ef- 
fect. But his people were so much astonished 
and disgusted with this development of his hypoc- 
risy, that his work did not meet a very cordial re- 
ooption. Dr. Strong, of Hartford, reviewed the 
postbumoj^s volume, and doubtless unhinged his 
fallacious alignments. 

When I was at the age of five years, my father, 
grandfather, Nathaniel Kendrick, and Lemuel 
Dowe, emigrated to Hanover, N. H., a place at 
that time little else than a howling wilderness; 
containing wild beasts, double the number of both 
the inhabitants and domestic animals together, 
which were a great annoyance. 
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Our company, for a season, all occupied one 
log cabin. Most of the buildings were constructed 
with logs; and to this day, when I see such a 
bouse, it calls up an association of thoughts and 
feelings, pleasant and affecting. The fire places 
were generally from six to eight feet wide ; and as 
the dwellings were cold and clothing scarce, the 
wood which was (Jenty, was used unsparingly. 
In the winter, the last thing before retiring to rest, 
was to fill the chimney and make a lordly fire, to 
drive back the cold and keep them comfortable 
during the night. Should it be asked if there 
was not danger of the houses taking fire and con- 
suming the unconscious inmates, I answer there 
was ; but as persons suffering with the heat are 
not afraid of the cold, so those in danger of freez- 
ing do not fear the heat. 

About one year after our emigration to Hano- 
ver, my grandfather met with a painfully shock- 
ing death. On a very windy night he was in great 
fear that a tree standing near should fall upon 
the house, and they should perish in the ruins. 
He therefore, the next morning, proposed that it 
be cut down. Accordingly, himself, my father, 
and Mr. Dowe took it in hand. When the tree 
was about falling, he ran to the house to see thiiT 
all were out ; just before he reached the d6dr, he 
was admonished in a voice of earnestness, that 
the tree was actually falling that way ; but such 
was his anxiety for the inmates, that he rushed 
into the house, took a look into each room, and 
returned — but to be crushed beneath the falling 
hemlock ! He survived an hour after the fatal 
disaster and as his head was not injured, his reason 
remained unimpared. He now saw that his rela- 



tion to his bieloved wVe and cbfldren and time' 
inust soon be <iKssoIved forever. He said that* 
God knew which of them all was best prepared^ 
for the solemn summons, and that though hiii' 
mind was not as clear as he could wish, yet he^ 
was sustained by a hope«sr an anchor to thesoul, 
leaching within the vale whitherChrist 'had gone. 
A neighbor went on horseback with great speed 
After our minister, Rev. Eden Burroughs, that he 
might smooth his short passage to the grave, and 
mingle his tears( with the afflicted, and impart 
Christian consolation. But death outrode the' 
minister, and finished the work before he arrived.' 
Perceiving that his pulse grew faint, he asked my 
fiither to engage in prayer, which he cheerfully 
did; but in a few moments all was over, and a 
large circle of friends was left to mourn his loss. 
The good man had recently been chosen a ruling 
elder in Mr. B.'s church. His death was severe- 
ly felt throughout this and adjacent towns, and 
very much on account of the manner of it, and 
the small nunri^er of inhabitants at that early day. 

As the ways of providence were in a measure 
peculiar with my honored father, I imagine that a 
short account of his history would be read with in- 
terest. He died at the age of 46. He did not 
make' a public profession of religion, until within 
a few weeks of his death. He was a man* of sound 
mind, and good judgment, but not tafented nor 
brilliant, as was my beloved mother. 

As far back as my memory carries me, he was 
very circumspect in all his conduct. I never « 
heard him speak an unadvised word, either to 
man or beast. He was a strict attendant upon 
public worship, and constant at the family altar ; 
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and ha seeoaed truly devout in hig prayers. If he 
was out in the evening until the family were all 
19 bed, he would awake them by the voice of 
prayer* I never saw him in a fit of anger in my 
life. 

I never beard him speak to the disadvantage of 
any person. A few y^u» before his death, while 
in the act of mowing, barefooted, he trod on a 
long nail, which wounded him severely, and near- 
ly brought him to the grave. This woe had 
scarcely passed, when another, and heavier fell 
upon him. He was mowing on a side hill, and 
to step over a log he put the heel of his scythe on 
tlie ground to help him step on to the log, which 
instantly rolled, and sat his bare foot on the 
scythe and cut off his foot at tlie root of bis toes* 
This was a sore calamity truly, but he was calm 
and resigned to this providence of God. Within 
five or six years after this disaster, he went about 
two miles to have a tooth extracted, and the 
operation affected him so much that he was un- 
able to return alone. He took his bed, and Ian* 
guished six weeks, and was then gathered unto 
his fathers. In his last illness he seemed to en- 
joy undisturbed repose. A few weeks before his 
death a number of his neighbors lifted him on to* 
a horse, in hopes that a short ride would b^ieBt 
him. And they walked on each side to hold him 
on. He was asked on the way, if he thought he 
could ride ; he replied : '^ I think I can, with 
gentlemen enough to hold me on." During his 
sickness, one Sabbath morning he heard me com- 
plain of my dress, and replied, "Ariel, don't 
complain, if you can only get to heaven." 

While sick, his sister visited him. In the ab- 
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aenoe of fi^ mother, she asked him if he thought* 
he should recover. He s^iid *' no, nor have I the 
least desire to get well." My mother overheard 
it and waa much grieved to think he was willing 
to leave her with eight young children. 

A 3aU>ath or two before his death the Rev. 
Mr. Bunooghs and a number of his church came 
to his house and admitted him into the church. 

This he thought to be his duty, although he 
expected to join the church triumphant within a 
short tiine. He thought he had done wrong in 
not joining at an earKer day, when in health. 

A few mornings before his death a friend came 
to see him, to whom he said, " I have been reck- 
oning with my judge the past night." " Well," 
said he, " how do you find things ?" to which 
he at once replied, " I long to be with him." 
The day on which he died, his brother Samuel 
went to the^ColIege and procured some wine for 
him as be could take nothing else. On his re- 
turn he gave him a little, and upon his present- 
ing a second portion he said, '* No» brother, I 
fifeall drink no more wine in this world." A few 
hours before his death Deacon Freeman visited 
iiim for the last time. My father asked him to 
pray with him once more before be rfiould cease 
to be a subject of pray en He asked what his 
petition should be ? He instantly replied, ** pray 
that we may live as we pray." 

I was not present when he died, but a friend 
who was, said he saw his lips move, and put his 
ear near his mouth, and he heard him say, " Stop ! 
stop ! I am coming to go with you." 

Perhaps my father did wrong in not joining a 
church at an earlier day ; but surely a pious lifd 

1* r» 
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without a public profession is much better than a 
profession with an unchristian life. 

Death has held him a prisoner 61 years. 

At the age of eleven years I left my father's 
house, and was transferred to the family of Maj.' 
Kendrick, my uncle, with whom I lived five^ 
years. At that time my father died, and by his 
order I returned to live with my widowed mother. 
I continued with her several years, and then find« 
ing it difficult to keep her children together, she 
put out the younger class ; and the older class, 
without restraint, chose their own way. I chose' 
the Hon. Jonathan Freeman, of Hanover, for my 
guardian ; with whom I lived several years, in 
the capacity of a laboring servant, not a slave. 
When I quit his fatherly mansion, I was intro- 
duced to that of Rev. Eden Burroughs, to serve 
in the same capacity. With both of these fami*^ 
lies I enjoyed special privil^es, which doubtless' 
had an important bearing upon my then future 
life. 

My choosing an upright, efficient guardian was 
a most favorable circumstance, and I ought to 
acknowledge with gratitude the gracious hand of 
God in placing me in two such pious, well regu- 
lated families, at that early and eventful period of 
my life. A host of young persons have been 
ruined by the denial of such a favor. 

Mr. B. was the first settled minister in Hano- 
ver, and at that time he and his church held with 
the Presbyterian mode of government ; but with- 
in a few years they changed to the Congregation- 
al mode, the cause of which I will briefly state. 

In about eight years after Mr. B.'s settlement 
there was a remarkable religious excitement 
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* * ' 

among his people which commenced early in the 
winter and continued with great power until 
spring. The work, I should think, was attended 
with much animal excitement ; there were great 
outcryings both in going to and in meetings; all 
mirth and recreation among the youth were struck 
as with palsy. 

The schools were deeply affected. In that o( 
which I was a member^ the intermissions were 
changed to prayer-meetings. If two or more 
were out together in school hours, they would 
have a season in prayer. Any person uncon- 
cerned at that time, for Uis soul's salvation, was 
regarded almost with terror. 

Many of the neighboring ministers visited the 
town, and aided Mr. B., whose labors were very 
arduous. Among them was the Rev. Jacob 
Wood, a late graduate from Dartmouth College. 
He was a most terrific preacher. He appeared ^ 
as if fresh from Mt. Sinai, laden with thunder • 
and lightning, with which to alarm his hearers ! 
He was looked up to with the greatest reverence 
and respect. They thought him dothed in the 
panoply of heaven, and that he could almost 
cause the blind to see, and the lame to walk ! 
But some experienced Christians feared he. was 
too much Ijke the locusts spoken of in the Apoc* 
alypse, which stung and tormented men five 
months but had no balm to heal the wound. 
Some thought he knew more about Sinai than 
Calvary, where the law was magnified and made 
honorable. A few years after, Mr. W. became 
pastor of the church in Newbury, Vt., where he 
died in great darkness of mind, to the surprise 
and grief of those who had been edified tad 
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blest, as they thought, by his ministry. I saw a 
notice of his death, in which the writer observed 
that if we might judge of a man's future state by 
his LIFE, rather than by the state of his mind in 
the hour of death, he must think that Mr. Wood 
was associated with the spirits of just men made 
perfect. 

But to return to the reformation. Many 
sought, and too easily, perhaps, obtained admit- 
tance into the door of the church ; but within a 
year, a large number sadly evinced that the work 
of grace in their hearts was superficial. They 
returned to their sports, carousing and dancing, 
to the grief of the most pious part of the church, 
and their minister. Disciplinary labors were com- 
menced, and offenders, who in the main were 
young people, were brought befpre the church. 
But part of the old and part of the new members 
justified them, ft was said that abstinence from 
mirthful recreation could not be expected of tl.o?^e 
who were in the heat and vigor of youth. They' 
contended that the frost smitten aspect of Decern' 
ber might as well be brought over the smiling 
beauties and greenness of May. There was a 
man of influence in the church, who acted the 
part of an ecclesiastical attorney, in behalf of 
offenders. If they were censured by the majority 
of the church, he would advise them tararry their 
cause to the Presbytery. The aggrieved part of 
the church contended that the Gospel knew of 
but one rule of life for aged and young, namely, 
that they should take up their cross daily and 
follow Christ in all sobriety, watchfulness and 
prayer. The Presbytery decided in many instan- 
ces, in favor of the censured. 
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At length the afflicted pastor and a large mi- 
nority of the church, feeling that the law of God 
and themselves were borne down by ecclesiasti- 
cal power, came to the conclusion that it was 
their duty to withdraw from the Presbytery, as an 
unsound body ; and also, from that part of the 
church which sympathized with it. 

As solemn as was the consideration, they sep- 
arated, to meet with them no more as an ecclesi- 
astical body. 

Mr. B. and his brethren resigned their meeting- 
house, together with all the sacramental furni- 
ture ; and held their services of divine worship in 
dwelling-houses and barns, until they could pre- 
pare a tabernacle for that sacred purpose. From 
this time, Mr. B. and his church adopted the 
Congregational principles of church government. 
' The party which held with the Presbytery, 
worshipped in the house vacated by Mr. JB., em- 
ploying other preachers, temporarily^ as they 
could obtain them; among whom was the Rev, 
Sylvanus Ripley, Professor in Dartmouth College, 
and father of the late General Ripley, who dis- 
tinguished himself in the last war. But his set- 
tlement was prevented by a sudden and afflictive 
' providence. Having been invited to become 
their pastor, a certain Sabbath was fixed upon to 
give his answer. But at the close of the services, 
he said to the people, that as it was extremely 
cold, and the congregation suffering, he thought 
it best to defer giving his answer until another 
Sabbath. He seated himself in a sleigh, with 
several students, and, as the wind was strong in 
their faces, Mr. R. turned his back towards it. 
But in passing a mill-yard, the road being very 



14 LIFE AND TIMES OF 

much crowded, the sleigh, when in full speed, 
struck a log, and Mr. R. was precipitated from 
his seat, his head striking with force against the 
sharp end of a log! He was taken up senseless ; 
his skull was badly fractured, and about midnight 
his spirit departed ! Thus from his Sabbath du- 
ties he was returned to his family, not in health/ 
as he left them, but a lifeless corpse ! 

This was a very sudden transition from the 
desk to the grave ; from time to eternity ! And 
yet what minister knows, as he enters the pulpit, 
that his race will be more protracted ! 

During the time Mr. II. supplied the pulpit, 1 
remember that he was desired to give a sermon 
in vindication of infant baptism. To this he con- 
sented, and the day was set for the desired efTort. 
At the appointed time, I went to hear the sermon, 
though Mr. B. was my minister ; but instead of 
Mr. R., Rev. Mr. Hutchinson of Pomfret, Vt., an 
aged man, was present, and entered upon the 
subject with great spirit. In the course of his 
sermon, he stated that a certain author said, that 
•* the same spirit which drove the herd of swine 
into the sea, drove the Baptists into the water, 
and that they were hurried on by the devil until 
the rite was performed !" 

How it happened that Mr. H. discussed this 
subject instead of Mr. R. I never learned ; but it 
is clear to me, that if the latter gentleman had 
done the work, he would have, at least, treated 
the Baptists with good manners. There were, I 
think, but few of the Congregation alists at that 
day, who would have been pleased with such 
harsh language ; and at this day I think the num- 
ber is still smaller. It is a cheering consideration 
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that the friends of Christ, of different denomina- 
tions, are disposed to treat each other with more 
Christian kindness ; and may the spirit of charity 
still increase ten fold. 

After Mr. R.'s death, the Rev. Samuel Collins, 
who was first settled in Sandown, N. H., where. 
fie remained a number of years, became pastor of 
this church. 

But the most unkind feeling was exercised to- 
wards Mr. B. and his brethren, both by the other 
part of the church and the Presbytery. I have 
no language at my command, which would give 
any adequate idea of the^itterness shown them. 
Numbers of the young converts to whom Mr. B. 
had recently given the hand of fellowship, hated 
him supremely, and despised those who esteemed 
and treated him as a servant of Christ, as he 
doubtless was. His enemies accused him of be- 
ing schismatic, seditious, superstitious, over-much 
righteous, fanatical, &c. ; and all this because he 
unwaveringly maintained that professed Chris- 
tians, young and old, ought to maintain a con- 
stant walk, with God ; and that churches ought 
faithfully to execute the laws of His house. Not 
long after Mr. B. withdrew from the Presbytery, 
they convened and excommunicated him. Wheth- 
it was of the severer or milder kind, I do not 
know, but I think they called it a " lesser excom- 
munication." 

But whatever it was, and whatever they might 
intend by it, it certainly was a powerless thing to 
him ; for he held on his way, increasing in favor 
with God and men. He was a pious Christian ; 
a warm-hearted preacher of the gospel ; and fiill 
of faith and good works. But his path was beset 
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witli thorns from his youUi op. He bad five. 

children, two sons and three daughters, which i 

latter, he buried ^ 

" In less time than Svlvia once fills her horn." 

One of his sons, a virtuous youth, soon fol^ 
lowed ; and the remaining one, Stephen Bur- 
roughs, of villainous notoriety, was so wholly 
bent on wickedness, that he caused his parents 
ad 'great a measure of grief as Absoiom did his 
father. • 

These things, togethor with the trials that be- 
fel him in his ministerial labors, made him a man 
of sorrows and grief. But verily " there was an 
end, and his expectation was not cut off." Years 
have gone by since he found himself in the bo- 
som of an ocean where his barque will never be 
tost by storm or tempest. 

During the whole term of Mr. Collins's minis- 
try in Hanover, he and his people seemed unblesl 
of God. He became exceedingly poor, and ap-. 
parently almost forsaken, both of man and God. 
But in his extrenrrity, he was provided for ; Gen. 
Crafts, of Craftsbury, Vt., one of Mr. Collins's 
former parishoners at Sandown, and a man of 
wealth, hearing of his situation, invited him to- 
labor in C, and here, cheered by the kindness of 
the worthy General, he finished his work and de- 
parted to his reward. 

At the time of the reformation in Hanover, 
there was not, to my knowledge, a Baptist in 
town ; nor had there ever been a sermon preach- 
ed by a Baptist minister. But, notwithstanding 
this, a Miss Susanna Dowe, doubtless truly con- 
verted, learned by reading the Scriptures, that 
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fllie must be* '< buried with Christ in Baptism/' 
She tlierefore applied to Elder Baldwin, of Cana- 
an, afterward Dr. B., of Boston, to administer 
the ordinance ; and she subsequently gave abun- 
dant evidence that she had '* risen to newness of 
Mfe.'' 

The baptism of this young lady, considering 
the attending circumstances, led the people. to ex* 
fltmine the subject. It was known that her situa* 
tion was not calculated to produce such a result ; 
she had never heard these sentiments vindicated^ 
but the opposite had invariably been taught, both 
by parents and minister ; she had never witness- 
ed anything more than the sprinkling of infants. 
How came she then with so novel sentiments and 
practice ? Did she find them in the word of 
God ? This case led many to search the scrip» 
tures themselves, to learn the will of Christ con- 
cerning this sacred ordinance. Soon another 
followed, on which occasion Elder Baldwin 
preached ; and in a few years, quite a number 
of Rev. Mr. Burroughs's people embraced Bap- 
tist sentiments, and a cliurch w^s constituted. 
This was indeed grievous to the good man. 

The previous storm had scarcely subsided, ere 
his brethren caught a fever that uaught but Jor- 
dan's waters could assuage. They still held Mr. 
B. in high estimation, believing that he had con- 
tended valiantly for the truth, and that his sepa- 
ration from the Presbytery, was approved .by the 
great Head of the church. But they believed 
that the path of duty led them farther onward, 
and of course they left their minister behind. 
Two of their number became preachers, Abel and 
Isaac Bridgman. 
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Like Peter and John, fhey were unletlerecl 
men : but they possessed the same spirit, preach-* 
ed the same gospel, and looked for the same glo- 
rious reward. The latter preached half of the' 
time for a number of years with good success, to" 
the church in Lyme, N. H. ; but he was cut off^ 
in the midst of a useful career, by an incurable 
fever. • He possessed a strong mind ; was weH 
versed in the doctrines of the Bible, and was' 
blessed with the unction of the Holy Spirit. T 
once asked him what the apostle meant by say- 
ing, that " To the pure all things are pure." He 
immediately repHed, that ''all pure things Wevd 
so to the pure." 

The former became pastor of the newly con- 
stituted church, but his labors and life were cut 
short, and he was succeeded by Rev. Jesse Co-' 
burn, a man, like David, after God's own heart, 
ordinary talent, but through grace it was so faith- 
fully applied to his master's service, that he was- 
eminently useful in his sphere. Such was hit 
meekness, tenderness of heart, and spirituality, 
that but few preachers took stronger hold upon' 
the hearts and consciences of their hearers. His 
care of the church was like that of a kind parent 
over his children. It was by his untiring effort 
that the church reared a house of worship. A 
considerable part of the work he did himself ; 
even the pulpit, so soon vacated by his early 
death, was devised and built by his hands ! In 
the meridian of his life, death overtook and cut 
him down, to the great grief, not only of his fam- 
ily and church, but to all in the circle of his ac- 
quaintances. 

After his decease, the church was supplied by 



ARIEL KENDitlCK. l9 

different ministers for short periods of time, until 
the settlement of their present pastor, Rev. 
Jonathan Green, respecting whom, delicacy for- 
bids my saying much. He stated to me, not 
long since, that 'Mt takes a man his life time to 
prove himself a Christian.'' This I suspect is 
true, not excepting even ministers. I may sim- 
ply add that the growing attachment between 
him and his people, bids fair to render his labors 
abundantly useful. 

This church in its infancy was quite feeble, as 
might be expected ; and though situated so near 
a literary institution, Dartmouth College, its first 
pastors were quite illiterate men. Nor was the 
church very liberal in supporting its pastors. I 
once heard Mr. Bridgman preach; his apparel 
was very poor, almost to rags. I expressed to 
one of my brethren, my surprise at the extreme 
meanness of his dress ; he replied, " I never 
knew our minister preach better than when the 
Tags flew merrily !" But as unpleasant as it must 
have been, I think it far less to be regretted than 
to see a professed minister of the meek and low- 
ly Savior, ride to the house of God in a carriage 
of four, attended by a slave ! And to the praise 
of this church, they have for many years been 
very liberal to their pastors, and the benevolent 
enterprises of the day. 

I now with much reluctance, proceed to give 
some account of myself. 

Almost from the cradle, I was the subject of 
serious impressions. I engaged in juvenile sports 
with hesitation, on account of solemn thoughts of 
God, death, and eternity. I knew that I was a 
mnner, and that I was in the hand of God, as 
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*^ the clay is in the hands of the potter," and the 
thought greatly affected me. The doctrine 
taught in the ninth chapter of Roma&s, was most 
unwelcome to me. 

At that time, I was more circumspect in my 
conduct than were my elder brothers, and my 
mates generally ; indeed I became quite a hypo- 
critical pharisee, thinking myself much better 
than others. But with all my external sanctity, 
there was a gnawing worm within, corrodiog all 
my happiness. At times, the certain prospect of 
annihilation, or an exchange of situations with 
any creature not accountable for its conduct, 
would have greatly rejoiced me. 

When the reformation, of which I have spoken, 
commenced, I was nine years of age ; and during 
that eventful season, I was no more affected than 
I had been, perhaps less. But as all seemed 
to be striving for heaven, I was set upon being 
among them. I assumed to be more concerned 
than I was, and in this respect sinned against 
God. But at the close of the gracious work, my 
convictions increased, and my burden became 
more intolerable. I plead for mercy, according 
to my best ability, in which I thought myself not 
very deficient ; still my mind was ** like the 
troubled sea, that cannot rest, but continually 
casts up mire and dirt." 

I thought I was quite honest in my entreaties 
for mercy, and an interest in Christ ; and at times 
I would fret against God, because he was so slow 
in doing his part, when I had so punctually done 
mine. I read — " Ask, and ye shall receive ;" 
and I thought I had asked sincerely many times ; 
and with such views I was led to blame God for 
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not fulfilling his promise. But my murmurii^ 
was forced to yield to the conviction that all wag 
not as well done as I had fondly imagined. I 
therefore summoned up all my energies, for the 
purpose of amending and improving my services, 
that I might please God, and receive the gift of 
salvation. But while thus looking for light, be- 
hold darkness shrouded me. 

About this time, a very pungent sermon from 
Mr. B. powerfully affected me. Under a weight 
that almost pressed me to the earth, I retired and 
attempted to pray. I had not proceeded far be- 
fore a scene came over me, which language and 
capacity would fail me to describe. The truth 
was most forcibly impressed upon me, that God 
was a spirit, filling heaven and earth ; that to his 
piercing eyes my wicked heart was transparent ; 
that He noticed me as particularly as if He and 
myself were the only moral intelligences of the 
universe. 

For the first time, the desperate and entire 
wickedness of my heart rose to my view ; my 
prayers seemed like an extended cloud of dark- 
ness; and the following passages of Scripture 
came upon me with irresistible power : — ^** I bear 
them record, that they have a zeal for God, but 
not according to knowledge." ** For they, being 
ignorant of God's righteousness, and going about 
to establish their own righteousness, have not sub- 
mitted themselves unto the righteousness of God." 
In these few moments, more knowledge of God, 
His law, the evil nature of sin, and the extreme 
enmity of my heart, was communicated to me, 
than ever before in my whole life. My mouth 
was stopped. I could not, durst not, speak 



S2 LIFE ANB TIMES OF 

..aiiolher word in prayer. Much was said, during 
the reformation^ of its being a sealing time ; that 
some were sealed for salvation, and others for 
damnation. I now thought my damnation was 
sealed ; yea, my imagination ran so high as to 
picture my sentence written in capital letters. 

This scene so terrified me that I dared not at- 
tempt to pray for weeks, and when I again ven^ 
tured to retire, my fear was so great that I took 
a lad with me, now Dr. Kendrick) of Madison 
University. He was then very young, and inter- 
rupting me, he asked — ^' Ariel, does God hear 
usT 

In this season of prayer, I was neither exer- 
cised with terror, nor did it afford me any comfort ; 
yet I continued my practice of secret prayer. 

A short time afterward, I was again overwhelm- 
ed with fear ; my sins appeared like mountains ; 
God's anger was terrible, and hell seemed to be 
my portion ! I prostrated myself, and cried out, 
"Lord, who am I ? What am I? Whither am 
I going?" Soon these distressing exercises of 
my mind were succeeded by a peaceful calm, and 
a ray of light burst forth into my most wretched 
soul ! It began to seem possible for me to be 
saved, and the thought was more cheering to me 
than ten thousands of gold and silver could be to 
the miser ! These words were full of power and 
preciousness. "This is a faithful saying, and 
worthy of all acceptation — that Christ Jesus came 
into the world to save sinners, of whom I am 
chief." Subsequent to this, my feelings were 
strange, and my exercises peculiar ; there was a 
mixture of joy and sorrow — hope and fear. It* 
was with me like the day spoken of by the proph- 
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^" iVbi/ier dear nor darh*^^ Bui neverthe- 
JesSy as dim as was my light, I united with Mr. 
,Burroughs' churchy with which I remained a num- 
ber of years. 

In propess of time, I met with a treatise on 
baptism, by the venerable Dr. Sheplierd, of Brent- 
wood, which went far towards convincing me 
,that my infant sprinkling, received from the hand 
^of Dr. Huntington, of Coventry, ought to be wash- 
ed away in some Jordan. This led me to search 
the Scriptures, with reference to the subject, and 
I became fully satisfied that believers in Christ 
Were the only qualified subjects, and immersion 
the only scriptural mode of baptism. And thus 
it has appeared to me ever since. Others may 
believe that infants are suitable subjects, and 
sjprinkling the scriptural mode of baptism ; but, 
if to believe on limited evidence is praiseworthy, 
it appears to me that they merit a large share of ' 
praise ! 

About the time of the change in my views, I 
met with Dr. Burroughs and Dr. Burton, who 
warmly remonstrated with me for embracing so 
erioneous sentiments. I requested them to show 
me a single instance in the New Testament, 
where a person, infant or adult, received baptism 
from a basin or a vessel. 

Several weeks afterward, Mrs. Burroughs 
named the following text : " He riseth from sup- 
per, and laid aside his garments, and took a tow- 
el and girdeth himself. After that, he poureth 
water into a basin, and b^an to wash the disci- 
ples' feet, and to wipe them with the towel 
wherewith he was girded." 

1 inquired — " Do you call that baptism ?" She 
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answered, "Yes." I then said that the order 
was to imitate Christ ; why therefore do you ap- 
ply water to the face ? She replied that she 
thought it not essential whether it was applied to 
the face or feet. 1 answered that if all go as neaf 
the divine rule as the head is to the feet, it would 
be doing pretty well ! 

But while I must act according to my own 
views and convictions of duty, I am the last to 
judge others harshly. I would submit them ill 
these, and all other matters, to their consciences, 
to their Bible, and to God. I was baptized by 
Rev. John Drew, about nine o'clock, on a win- 
ter evening. It was a season of great consola- 
tion, and I went on my way with a large meas- 
ure of joy. 

When I was 21 years of age I was united in 
marriage with Penelope Cotton, of West Fairlee, 
Vt., with whom 1 Hved fifty-one years. The 
I^ord gave us eleven children, eight of whom 
are now living, three sons and five daughters. 
At the age of twenty-three I commenced the aw- 
fully responsible work of the Christian ministry. 
I preached six months in Sharon, Vt., then I 
had a call to Woodstock, where I preached five 
years. In this town I was ordained as an Evan- 
gelist. I was brought forward by the South 
Church, of which I was a member; though I 
preached in the North Church. 

The ordaining council were, Elders Elisha 
Ransom, of South Woodstock, Aaron Leland, of 
Chester, John Hibbard, of Royalton, and Robert 
Law, of Hanover. This to me was a solemn 
day, and deeply interesting, as it took strong bold 
on eternity. 
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* I avowed myself tlieh, as I now do, & most un- 
Worlhjr instrument to be employed in preaching 
the Gospel and upbuilding the Church of Christ. 
A sense of my leanness and insufficiency often 
overwhelms me, and I am constrained to cry, 
**Lord, save me or I perish." 

I have been the subject of great mental suffer- 
ings during my pilgrimage. Many times my mind 
has been so depressed that the thought of en- 
gaging in preaching was distressing indeed ; but 
yet as soon as I engaged, the cloud would pass 
away, and I enjoyed great freedom of mind, and 
not a small measure of happiness. Thus it has 
been with me times innumerable. I have been 
haunted abundantly with the thought that such 
an unworthy creature could not have been called 
to preach " the Gospel of the blessed God." 

Many times I have thought that no good min- 
ister could be the subject of such trials as I am as 
iamiliar with as I am with my nearest relatives. 
' Why my preaching has not been blest to a 
greater extent, ought with me to be matter of 
serious inquiry. That good ministers have occa- 
sion sometimes to say with the Prophet Isaiah : 
" I have labored in vain and spent my strength 
for nauffht and in vain," I cannot doubt. But 
unfaithUil, prayerless ministers have no reason to 
expect that God will bless their labors. Not- 
withstanding the ill success of the Prophet, he 
could nevertheless say : " My work is with the 
Lord, and my judgment with my God." He 
knew that he was in the Lord's service, and he 
was cheered with the consideration that his re- 
ward would be according to his fidelity, and not 
according to his success. How happy would it 

2 
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be fix mej and all unsuccessfu} ministers, coold 
we honesdy adopt this language of the inspired 
Prophet 

At that day, the Baptists were a small people^ 
not much respected ; and doubtless many sup- 
posed they never would be. Their preachers 
were unlearned ; their baptism very unpopular ; 
and their singing did not charm, being performed 
by the congregation. 

They could sing better in their hearts than 
with their voices, and of course they pleased God 
better than men. An opposing influence was 
cast against them, though they never suffered vi- 
olent persecution in that region ; from that they 
were mercifully exempted. But the current of 
opposition was so strong, that all public buildings 
were closed against them, and they were oblig^ 
to bold their meetings for divine worship in 
dwelling houses, school houses, and even barns, 
I recollect that when I was a youth, and attend- 
ing. Moor's charity school, at Dartmouth College, 
Mr. Baldwin was invited to give an evening lec- 
ture at the College plains. A Baptist brother, 
Mr. Fenton, endeavored to obtain a public room 
for the occasion, but without success. As a last 
resort, therefore, he opened his own, though a 
small dwelling house, and they were favored with 
a good attendance, notwithstanding the efforts 
made to prevent it. Prof. Smith, who preached 
at the college chapel, appointed a lecture or con- 
ference the same evening ,* a thing which I was 
told he had never done before. Yet the students 
pressed in to hear Mr. B., who stood, strong in 
the Lord, and preached a wonderful discourse 
ftom these words; << Unto me^ who am less than 



tie 1e«^ ai aH saints, is. this grace giv^n, Aat I 
fihoold preach among the Gentiles the unsearch*' 
able riches of Christ." 

The language of the false prophet, respecting 
JUwael, was peculiarly appropriate: "He shall 
pour the water out of his bucket." Mr. B. seemed 
lo be let down deep into the well of salvation fu* 
^e poured fortb its healing waters copiously in^ 
deed. It was obvious that all received the im* 
pression that he was a man of God, and that 
heavenly grace enabfed him to acquit himself in 
the affecting manner they had witnessed. 

Mr. B. has since been, as Dr. Gill says, " dub* 
bed with D» D.," and has been honored with ap- 
pointments in their most important exercises at 
Dartmouth College* On the evening above 
named, Mr« B. had no notes, nor have I ever seen 
him use any ; and the practice among Baptist 
asinifiters at that day, I suspect, was about as rare 
as white crows among that species of the feath- 
ered tribe. This probably was not owing to prin- 
ciple ; but the truth is, most of our ministers at 
that day were illiterate, and were not in the habit 
of writing. Many could preach good sermons 
who could not write ; at least writing would have 
been out of their element. 

That the great head of the church has abun- 
dantly blessed the labors of unlearned men, stands 
out in bold relief; but some think that they 
would have been more useful had they been fa* 
vored with the light of science. It is quite cer- 
tain that scientific men are more acceptable* to 
hearers who possess cultivated minds, than those 
whose learning falls far below their own. But I 
suppose it is equally true, that the minister, who 
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In iSke demoitstration and power oY^' Ae heltf 
Spirit, develops truth the most clearly, is the most 
likely to promote the best interests of his he&rer% 
whether he be a classical scholar or not. 

Soon after my baptism, my mind was exercised 
with severe trials, respecting the duty of engi^* 
ing in the work of the ministry ; and brettiH'eti 
who had witnessed my exercises in prayer, exhor* 
tation, and explanation of scripture, suggested 
that it might be my duty ; yea, they even press* 
ed it upon me. But in view of the greatness of 
the work, and the vast responsibilities resting on 
ministers, together with having only a trembKng 
hope in God's mercy, with the consideration that 
my education was very inconsiderable, and my 
knowledge of theology nothing — in view of att 
these difficulties, it seemed like presumption tc^ 
think of engaging in the work. Yet after many 
trials, struggles and much prayer, I decided t<^ 
venture upon it and see what God would do with 
and by me. It was indeed a bold measure, often 
causing me many misgivings for having entered 
upon such an all*important enterprise. At other 
times there was great satisfaction in preaching 
the word and administering the ordinances of the 
gospel. 

My first effort was put forth in Hanover, and 
the encouragement the brethren gave me, in^ 
duced me to impjove the opportunities, which 
were afterward numerous, in the neighboring 
churches, where I was kindly received. But the 
gratifying kindness of my brethren prepared me 
for an incident that was exceedingly bumbling. 
I preached one Sabbath at Strafford, so much to 
the satisfaction of the church, that 1 was invited 



to give a lecture during the week. To this I 
eansented, but did not concern myself abotil 
preparation, supposing I should easily succeed 
m the undertaking. But on the evening of ti^ 
meeting I found myself very dull and stupd^ 
aiMl after naming my text, was able to proceed 
but a few minutes before my mind was as barrel^ 
of ideas as the burning deserts of Africa are of 
Tegetation. I had not another word to say, and 
sat down, ashamed and confounded ! The Sat>- 
bath previous, I was quite a minister, but now a 
dumb dog that could not bark ! In this painful 
defeat my pride received a severe wound, and 
the language of Job was very applicable to my 
feelings: '< The worm is my father, and corrup-* 
tion my sister and mother." But it* was all 
iieeessary to produce in me a constant sense of 
my dependence on God. 

Not far from this time I was called to preach At 
sermon, under circumstances peculiarly trying, 
in which God was better to me than my fears* 
I was then laboring with the Church in Wood* 
stock, Vt., and bad agreed upon an exchange 
with Mr. Brideman, of Hanover. When passing 
to the place of worship, a Congregational brother 
invited me to give a lecture at five o'clock, at 
their centre school house. Soon it occurred to 
me that Mr. Burroughs, Deacon Freeman, a 
member of Congress, and formerly my guardian^ 
and my mother would probably attend. I was 
overwhelmed with fear and trembling. But self- 
reproaches availed nothing, my consent had been 
given. It would have rejoiced me if the appoint- 
ment could have been recalled ; but the dreadful 
ordeal must be passed. 



Aft the tifiie drew near, my agony increased 
until my whole frame was shaken. The house 
was immediately filled with those whose curiosity . 
was not the least of their attributes or moral 
senses. It appeared certain that the multitude 
would look upon me as .a poor, illiterate, pre^ 
sumptuous stripling. Just before the service!^ 
commenced, Mr. B., in company with another 
minister came in, and I soon espied my dear 
mother, who was more in my way than all the 
rest. She was about as pale as a corpse. I saw 
that her feelings were excruciating, which re- 
doubled all my woes. 

But while the storm was raging with violence 
in my bosom, a pious woman, a member of Mr. 
B.'s church, arose and affectionately addressed 
the assembly, particularly exhorting all to the eX" 
ercise of love and charity, and to help together 
by prayer. She doubtless judged correctly of my 
feelings, and desired to aid me. Her remarks 
had the desired effect on me ; they were ^* like 
apples of gold in pictures of silver.^' 

The cloud withdrew, and I went through the 
exercises-unembarrassed ; yea, with quite a meas- 
ure of peace in my own soul, however it might 
have been with others. Mr. B. made the closing 
prayer, which was of a character to afford me 
much encouragement. It seemed to me that if 
ever God assisted me in speaking to my fellow 
men, it was on that occasion. . I thought I had 
reason to erect my ebenezer and say, " Thus far 
the Lord hath helped me." 

Mr. B. would have me tarry with him that 
night, and he treated me with the greatest kind- 
ness, and considering that I had recently with* 
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drawn from his church ffnd joined the Baptist, it 
evinced a great degree of benevolence and disin- 
terestedness in the worthy and pious minister. 

The next day, riding with Rev. Mr. Washburn, 
who attended the lecture, I perceived by his con- 
versation that he had become a convert ; not from 
nature to grace, for I trust he was so before ; but 
from reading to extemporaneous preaching. He 
said he really thought the latter was the better 
method. He was a learned, shrewd man. This 
I say, that those who think otherwise may not 
have it to say that I had led astray a weaker 
brother. Here I would incidentally ooserve, that 
the apostle cheered himself with anticipating an 
appearance before his brethren, without a paper 
between, but that he should speak to them ^^face 
to face^* and mouth to car. 

In the outset of my labors, I preached a num- 
ber of months to the small church in Sharon, V t. 
But they were not able at that time to support a 
pastor, therefore we parted in love, and I went to 
Woodstock, Vt., where I remained some over five 
years. 

Not long after my departure from Sharon, Mr. 
James Parker, whose training was at the anvil, 
and a member of that church, became their pas- 
tor. He was a strong minded man, deeply pious, 
well versed in the doctrines of grace, and could 
preach as correct a sermon as he could make 
scythes. 

This reminds me of an anecdote of Eld. Hig- 
bee, who was by trade a blacksmith. An ex- 
change was agreed upon between him and Mr. 
Sage, a worthy Congregational minister at West- 
minster, Vt. Mr. H. was a stranger to most of 



3Sl UrS ANP TIMGS OF 

)be. people in. W. ; bat before the day closed^ 
several learned his name, and that he was a black* 
smith. As the people were on their way bome^ 
a man said to the deacon, " We have had for our 
preacher to-day, a Baptist and a scythe maker.'' 
" Well," replied the deacon, " if he is as good a 
scythe maker as he is a sermonizer, I will have 
one if I have to go ten miles to obtain it." 

It may be interesting to know how Rev. J. 
Parker was brought into the ministry. 

Rev. John Hibbard, of Royal ton, a man of 
great piety and much respected by all the church- 
es, often visited the church in Sharon, to perform 
ministerial duties. But in a full career of use- 
fulness, he was suddenly cut off. He was to ap- 
pearance well, and in an hour he died, at the age 
of 46! 

Mr. Parker, on hearing the news of his death, 
was deeply affected, and retired into the woods, 
alone, to pour out his grief, and pray that the 
solemn stroke might be sanctified to all the 
churches. While praying to know what they 
should do, now the useful, the soul-loving, the 
church-loving Hibbard was no more, the follow- 
ing words were impressed upon his mind with 
great power : " * Go thou in this thy might,' and 
nil the place now vacated by his death." And 
subsequently his mind was drawn powerfully to 
the work, until he entered upon it with great zeal. 
He was a wise, faithful, and tiseful minister until 
his death, which occurred at the advanced age of 
seventy. During the exercises of worship on the 
Sabbath, in Norwich, Vt., he was overtaken with 
a stroke of apoplexy, and died in a short time 
with a hope inspired by true Christianity. 



At Weodslock I fboiid the church inarot»t 
tttiplettsailt and distracted state, which seemed to 
httve been caased bjr the imprudetice of their late 
fMistor, Rev. Wm. Grow. He was accused of 
immond conduct before the church, a part 0f 
wfaich censured and condemned him, and a part 
juatified, or at least wouid not act against hioi. 
At length after much contention and bitter strife, 
4h6y agreed upon a council by which he was de^ 
pwed. But he disregarded tb^r decision, so also 
did a part of the church. Shortly after this hB 
heeame a Christian, and said he rejoiced to leave 
the little Baptist's pen ; but when in very old 
mg^^ he comfmitted an overt act, which caused all 
lo forsake him. Thus conditioned, he was not 
kng aftar called to give his account* This is a 
most melancholy and humbling history of a man 
mhii once stood very high as a minister of Christ, 
>and ^lould • «)force the apostdic exhortation : 
'*^ Let him that tfainketfa he standeth, take heed 
kst be fail." A sliort time before the fall of Mr. 
GfoW, the church had erected a house of wor- 
fship, sMngled the roof, and enclosed the body 
with rough boards, and then the finishing, on ac- 
^oonnt of the vexed state of the church, was staid 
like the temple of old. 

At this time, the Congregational minister, a 
very aged mas, became feeble, sickly, and unable 
to preach. Soon after, he died, when his churcsh 
waited on ray ministry. They proposed to the 
Baptist sqpiety to surrender the constitution bf 
their house and make it free to all denominations, 
when they would take pews and finish it. Ac- 
cordingly it was done. 

But while the people famished a house for 
2* 
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worship, thejr neglected ihe support of their ibin« 
ister. The Congregatioaalists did not eofisklor 
fne their minister in fuU$ and therefore did mA 
Ste\ tbemsel?es under obligation to do much to- 
rwards my support, though they did somelhiiig. 

The Baptists in that place, as was too cotth 
monly the case, construed the scripture, ^^Tliey 
that preach the gospel shall live of the gospel," 
in a manner to rid themselves of responnbtlity in 
the case. They believed the sacred text tai^lit 
that ministers should live upon the truth diey 
preached ; and at times it seemed that they were 
decided on enforcing such a manner of living upon 
mo, for I had not much else for sustenance. And 
another passage, " Who feedeth a flock and e«#- 
eth not of the milk of the flock ?' • It would seem 
that some men, tlien and even now, think the 
milk here spoken of is the milk of the wc^d. I 
suffered much for the want of the necessaries of 
life. I have walked two miles and perftHrmed the 
duties of the Sabbath without necessary food, be« 
cause I had nothing suitable to carry with me. 
But I held my peace, feeling that the language 
of Jeremiah was too applicable to my case : — 
<< Wherefore doth a living man complain, a man 
for the punishment of his sins?'* My services 
appeared so lean and void of merit, that I had 
but little couragp to cry in. the language of the 
two daughters of the horse leach, *< give, give." — 
Prov. XXX. 15. 

' Among my many conflicts, one arqi»e from my 
inordinate attachment to a fine horse. The first 
one I owned was very old, and in appearance 
not such as to please the tase of a fancifijl, high- 
minded young man : but ere long, I purchased a 



good looking yotmg steed, of wbkh I soon be* 
carae too proud. I ^eni one eremng, as usual, 
to attend to him, after which I rather reluctantly 
engaged in secret devotion. In a few moments 
"God's presence seemed to fifi the place, which 
rendered it dreadful, for I was exceedingly 
wretched ; and withal, my four footed idol was 
Hirought before me, and be appeared meaner than 
'a crawling worm. My distress was so great that 
towards midnight I went quite a distance to see 
'a brother in the church, that he might converse 
%nd pray with me* My way led by the meeting- 
house and grave-yard: The latter place seemed 
jess gloomy than the former, in which I had per- 
formed a great amount of unchristian service. I 
seemed to myself to be a downright hypocrite, 
and as wretched a being as the ground ever sus- 
tained. In a few days the burden by degrees 
^was through mercy rennoved, and the storm i^ich 
beat upo^ my poor soul was in a measure bene- 
ficial. 

Fifty years ago there were two Baptist church- 
es in Woodstock, and doubtless they could num- 
ber more communicants than any other town 
'within a hundred miles of them. But they both 
have long since lost their visibility ; the north 
church by the imprudence of Mr* Grow; the 
south by the missteps of Rev. E. Ransom, for 
many years their pastor, and undoubtedly a truly 
pious man. He had three brothers in the place 
who were Congregationalists, two of whom were 
ministers, and preached there more or less. 
Through the influence of these four brethren, the 
Congregational and Baptist churches worshipped 
together for many years. Mr. R. was exceed- 
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jngllg ,0lidfim$ ^ woQn4i9g the feeKags <4 bm 
brothers and tbeir chpreh; and his ne^ect in 
preaching his own sei^tiinents, weakened the 
Baptist cfi\^^ As the remit, many yery iin^ 
feasant tfainga oodirred* Xkiriiig the time of 
inoch serjkiusoeas aiooof the people, two worthy 
$Q^tist nrtinisters vidited the place and preached 
m the Sajbjxitb with gr€9at power. At the close 
of the oiorning serYif^ a member of the Baptist 
church, thinking it an excellent opportQnity for 
haYieg the work done in his own way, arpse and 
e](hortcd all Chnstians, who bad DOt obeyed the 
dtvioe e(N»maad by being bofied with Cbiist m 
baptism, tpntt^d to the duty oo timt oceaaioQ, 
as theire wer^ three accfedited administralorii 
present^ ^I^ would delight to lead them ii»to tli# 
watery gmvei. In the midst of his remarks Mi^ 
Jdansom urg^ hi^i to desist, bvt to no purposo. 
A Co^greg^tioixd deaooa arose, and said thai 
siich oommii^iiigations w€^e fiQt suited to the Sab^ 
bath; the excitement became great, and mai|y 
Jeft thq hoqse^ 

It was a very. uopleasaQt affair, aiid greatly disr 
tr^ptfed Mr. R* Uad i% been a meetiug of the 
Baptist church ^wi society, all would have pasa^ 
pff happily. { have never known any good to 
^Ofult frofua copartnership jofdifTerept denomina*- 
tionsy eith^ it^ builc^g houses of worship, or in 
any other cji^roh concerns ; there ^ill always be 
the '' noise of the axe and the hammer." 

I«et each stand on their own ground, and con* 
tend with a good spirit for what they believe ac« 
cords with the rfv^ed will of God. But never 
let them agree to divide the living child, to use 
a figure, fof ifliei divided neither half will be 



Christians of different orders from eacih others 
while th^y lab«>r ^fK^b in tbieiM' own sphere, let 
tbem iove one another with a pure heart ferveet* 
ly. Mir. R. erred in another point ; he was mo9lL 
^trcmnously opposed to guilty land fashional;>]^ 
h^img* With this peculiarity, he met with lesf 
difficulty wheq the town was new; but being^li 
ahire tewn» it r^idly increased in population, 
wealth, and in polish and ornaments of lifeu 
However much Mr. R* might have advanced in 
piety, he never clianged in the aforesaid pecu]l- 
arMy» iK>r gave an inch of ground as to his man- 
jmur of livif^« His influence therefore declined, 
and his hearers decreased until they w^re so few 
th«i a dbiU could write them* 

The following anecdote will illustrate his pe- 
culiar turn. His wife, during his absence from 
home, procured a plain pine table, painted red. 
When he returned and saw the splendid article 
of furniture, he was as much oflended as he 
would have been had he found Micha's family 
gods in his house. He would give the proud 
thing no quarters. He took his axe, went into 
the woods and cut down a large tree, from which 
he split a slab, and manufactured a table by bor- 
ing holes with an auger for the legs. Which he 
made with his axe. The humble thing beit% fin- 
ished he carried it into his house, saying, ^' Mrs. 
Ransom, this table is sufficient for us." 

The good man having lost a great measure of 
his influence, was discoBraged, and retired from 
the field where he bad labo^ nearly half a cen- 
tury, eqd went into the Bbc^ River region, where 
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In a few ycf^rs h^ was csffied from lli« tcrils to M 
<ctKfless rest. 

* Here I will divert the reader with anolhcr 
-Woodstock story. One of my hearers by the 
4)ame of Paddock tost the wife of his youth ; and 
as he read ^' tbas it was not good for vmn to be 
atone," he sought and found another daughter of 
^Eve, who was willing to give him her hand. The 
'.wedding day was fixed upon, and at the appoint* 
'ed time the guests assembled at the iiouse of the 
4>ride, but the bridegroom did not make his ap* 
pearance. After waiting some time,^ a message 
was dispatched after the delinquent. He wcia 
uhimately found in retirement, very mueh en- 
gaged in prayer. The messenger in<|mrcd— 
" Mr. P., what do you ; mean by such condtiet?'* 
" What have I done ?" said Mr. P. " Did you 
not know that this was the day set for your mar- 
riage?" "Alas!" he replied, "I had forgotten 
it." He hastened to fulfill his ^engagement by 
submitting to the marriage yoke. 

I doubt verv much whether such an instance 
ever occurred before, and if so, this certainly de- 
serves a record. And the object which diverted 
the good man's mind is also worthy of notice. 
He was so much drawn out towards heaven that 
he even lost sight of so important a step. 

Dkiring the last two years of my labors in W., 
by request, I preached in the court house half of 
the time. My congregation greatly increased, 
but my situation was unpleasant. The Baptist 
church \ms nearly extinct, and those who waited 
on my ministry were a mixed multitude, who, 
though they seemed friendly, did not feel much 
interest respecting my «upport. They did indeed 



flMset frmn year to year and vole a g^ierotis'sufii 
to remunerate me for my service?. Some paid 
4heir portion but others never did. Could I now 
receive all that was voted) but never paid, I should 
be' relieved from debts, at once. But perhaps 
-eieriiity will show that I was the greatest deKn- 
^ttent; that bad there been more faithfulness on 
«if part, a greater blessing would have iaiten both 
on the people and on me. 

By a requ^t from the church in Salisbury, 
N, H., 1 left W. and went to labor in that pkce. 
The church was in a cold; confused, and divided 
state. They were gathered under the ministry of 
Rev. Eliaa Smith. His talents were pleasing; 
and. he was to them like *^ A lovely song of one 
that had a pleasant voice, and could play well on 
wn instrument.'^ 

Bat many of tfaem seemed to be strangers to 
evangelkai fH-incipIes; and not much less to an 
evangelical f&pirit. While Mr. S. was with them, 
he was the bond of their union. But faith in 
man, rather than in the power of God, will not 
/remove mountains, nor secure men in a sacred 
brotherhood. When Mr. S.'s voice died away, 
their union and fellowship seemed to die away 
with it, and they were like the people of Babel 
whose language was confounded. 

I dragged along through three years, making 
some feeble and inefficient efforts to bring them 
into order, and then being discouraged, chose to 
leave them, hoping that some man of age and 
experience would find his way among them, and 
be the means of uniting them, and promoting 
their spiritual prosperity. 

I ought perhaps to say here^ that they waited 
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-en m^mimairf mad tieated me Mddty, mA 
^uHe retuctaQt to have. me leave. And beados, 
#f wliat they agreed to give rae, there wa« not m 
«ent behind. 

Sohiseqiient to my. departure tbechtirch vmk 
^Tored with the labors of sev^al worthy miM* 
terff, who exorted therosdlves to cottdnet the tibif 
.through the storm to a safe moorti^. For a sea^ 
eoD, the star of hope seemed to glistefi upon thc^ 
aod ^ve promise of a bright and prosperous day* 
But after all, the night of darkuess came over 
them, and thfeir ministers were coBrtritiaed to B9f 
with the prophet, <' I have labored in vain, and 
spent my str^igth for naught." I believe tte 
chureh at the present day, is fiumbered among 
the things that have l)een. 

I once heard the pious and venerable Seaman* 
preach from the foUowif^ words : '< So run that 
ye may obtain," He stated that in order to Tim 
successfully the Christian race, it was a)l«impe»- 
tant to set out right; and doubtlesB theiemeia 
true concerning churches. Some time before Mf« 
Smith preach^ at S., Mr. Seamans was allied 
to tlie place to constitute a church. After dufe 
e^ramination, he said that God must do a grelil 
work there, before a Gospel churob could be 
formed. 

In this connection I would inform tl>e reader 
that Mr. Stephen Smith, of Woc^di^fcock, Vt., bad 
three sons, Elias, Uriah and Ransom, who put on 
saeredotal vestments; and as Baptist minbters, 
submitted to the rite of reoo^itioQ ; the eldest 
at Salisbury, N. H., the second at Piainfield, and 
the third at Conway. The catches in this 
region thought that God had conferred a great 
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iKMior on brother Smith, and a great blensing m 
lhem> in that he was the parent of three prom* 
isiDg ministers of the ascended Redeemer. They 
tiiought him honored above Hannah of old, for 
i^he gave one priest to the Lord, but he had given 
him three Gospel ministers. 

But it is true in the moral world, as well as io 
the natural, that we cannot estimate the amount 
of fruit by the number of blossoms. It is a pain-f 
ful truth that those three brothers disappointed 
the fond hope of their parents and Christian 
Jfriends ; their blossoms faded, and their root was 
jrottenness ; they abandoned the Baptists and en* 
listed in the rank^ of Universalism. 
. Towards the close of my labors in S., I was 
invited to become pastor of the chureh in Cornish, 
where I have spent the greatest part of the " years 
of my pilgrimage," and by far the most useful 
portion of my life. At the time of my introduce 
tion to them, their number was between thirty 
9nd forty. But three revivals during my connec- 
tion with the church increased its numbers great- 
ly. They had no meeting-house, and therefore 
met for worship in school-houses. The Congre- 
gationalists had recently built, and the Baptists 
assisted them^ with the expectation of occasional- 
ly occupying the house. But in this they were 
disappointed, and they therefore resolved to build 
one for themselves. The second year of my res- 
idence with them they accomplished the work, 
and Rev. Aaron Leland, of Chester, Vt., preached 
the dedication sermon from these words : " This 
is none other but the house of God, and this is 
the gate of heaven." 

But this house being located near the other, led 
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the Congregational people to think it was done 
in hostility to them, which exceedingly woanded 
and grieved them. Their unfriendly feeling 
caused mfe much sorrow of heart. 

I purchased of one of the deacons thirty acres 
of land, on which there was a barn, but no house, 
for six hundred dollars. The brethren promised 
to pay me two hundred dollars a year, and fur- 
nish me with wood ; and besides, to aid in build- 
ing me a house, and to pay the interest on the 
six hundred dollars until that was paid. 

When I went to Cornish, there were but few 
Baptist ministers near. I was therefore often 
called to attend funerals in Unity, Claremont, 
Croydon, Grantham, Lebanon, Plainfield, Hart- 
land and Windsor. Sometimes I was remuner- 
ated, and frequently not. If murmurings arose 
in my mind, it was checked by the reflection that 
I might soon need the generous tear I paid ; this 
would set all right. 

Had not the wearing apparel of deceased per- 
sons often been given me, my compensation 
would have been less still ; and a reward in such 
things, if not so pleasing, had a better moral in- 
fluence on my mind. 

For a number of years things went on smooth- 
ly ; additions were made to the church, and 
brotherly love cemented kindred hearts. We 
were not distracted with disciplinary labors. I 
was often called to give counsel to other church- 
es in diflScuIties, but we called none to our aid. 
Hence I began to think myself a skillful naviga- 
tor. But at length a storm arose and beat upon 
us heavily^ and I could neither stay nor outride 
it. This deeply impressed my mind with the 
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Ibliowing sciiptare : " When God giveth quiet^ 
ttess, who then can make trouble ; and when he 
fcideth his fece, who then can behold him, wheth- 
er it be done against a nation or against a man 
only?*' 

There was a complaint entered to the church 
against the deacon of whom I have spoken ; and 
as he was the oldest, the wealthiest, the most in- 
fluential member, the affair caused much trouble. 
He insisted that he had a scriptural right to do 
the act for which he was arraigned. Many of 
the church Were of the same opinion, and others 
were against him, among whom was myself. 

He had always been as kind to me as a father, 
which rendered it exceedingly painful to us both. 
I had lost dear relatives, bul that cup was less 
bitter than this which I was now called to drink, 
by the defection of the deacon. Darkness and 
confusion reigned in the church for a long time. 
Those who censured him could not bear to lose 
a brother so much needed, and they labored as 
arduously to convince and save him as did the 
mariners to bring the ship in which the rebellious 
Jonah was a passenger, to land. 

At length he did confess, to the abundant joy 
of all ; but he did not stick. At a subsequent 
meeting he humbled himself before the church, 
on account of his confession, and resumed his 
former position. 

After much labor, to no good issue, the church 
agreed to call an extensive council to their assist- 
ance. After a patient hearing, they decided that 
the deacon was in the wrong. But he was not 
moved by their opinion ; he still maintained his 
position. At length the minority of the church 
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excluded him ; the larger part not voting eitbet 
for or against hioi* Several years after, there 
was an addition of young members; some of tho 
old members had died, and others had moved 
away. With these changes the deacon's case 
was brought up again, and by a vote of the ma- 
jority he was restored to the fellowship of the 
church, those who formerly voted against him, 
making no resistance. 

While the deacon's case was pending, he took 
me in hand, by presenting to the church seven 
articles of grievance against me ; and expecting 
that those who sympathised with him might not 
be wholly impartial, I had some fear concerning 
the result. 

But after a strenuous effort by the complainant 
to convict me, I was acquitted by an unanimou? 
vote on every article. One article read thus :-— 
<< I thought the Elder was not as thankful as he 
ought to have been; when I gave him a present." 
Another, — ^^ The Elder undertook to dictate to 
me in my business, and said 1 was wrong in feed<* 
ing my swine with new milk.'' 

The others were very similar. When I con- 
sidered the deacon's wish to convict me, togeth- 
er with the fact that 1 had lived within a few rods 
of him for many years, I was almost surprised 
that he did not assail me with much heavier alle- 
gations. 

His next step was to call me to a rigid settle- 
ment of all my matters of debt. It was ascer- 
tained that instead of six hundred, I owed him 
between nine and ten hundred dollars! The 
church had not paid a dollar of the interest on 
the six hundred dollar note ! And beside, he 



imd ftn ac6ootit against me of frightftal letigth. 
He insisted on my giving him a note for the 
whole. I could never pay it. I crfTered to re- 
store the land, with the house and improvements, 
together with fifty acres of wild land in Vermont, 
and more I could not do. He finally concluded 
to be so lenient- as to accept of the ofier ! t 
then thought and stilt think that he treated me 
with severity, at least in language. The reader 
will perceive that there was wanting on the part 
of the church to fulfil the agreement, the interest 
Oil the six hundred dollars, for nine years. This 
sum the deacon reckoned against me. And an 
tinother vbiation of those agreements ; those who 
assiflted me in building my house, insisted upon 
Its going towards their assessments to remunerate 
hie for preaching, and thus the cost of the house 
fell on my shoulders. 

^ After the above settlement, it will be seen that 
I was left about as poor as Job after his rough 
handling by the prince of darkness. I was with- 
out house or home, and concluded that I must 
leave my dear friends in C, and serve some other 
people. The church- in Newport learning my 
situation gave me a call to settle with them. 

At this stage of things the church inquired if 
I ted determined to leave them. In reply, I said 
tbat it was not my desire, unless obliged to do so. 
They then provided me a home by purchasing a 
place for twelve hundred dollars, three years pay 
day. This movement made me most wretched 
for years to come. The church were to pay one 
half and I the other ; and during the three years 
in which they were paying their part, they were 
not to pay me any salary ; of course I must make 
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out tiBS\8i|c bandred dollars withia tbree yma^ 
and maintain a numerous family. 

I was driven to the necessity of borrowing 
money, of contracting one debt to pay another ; 
and of interest money, I have paid hundreds up^* 
on hundreds of dollars. I grappled with pover* 
ly, labored with my own hands, and struggled tm 
satisfy my creditors, and maintain the character 
of an honest man. But probably it is quite a« 
consistent to blame myself as to impute the 6e<- 
verities and hardships of life to the neglect of my 
employers. The consideration tliat I was an ua» 
faithful steward gave me a pungent sense of uih 
worthiness, and left but a small measure of couiw 
age to stand up for my right, as every good inUi- 
ister ought to do in this selfish world ; otherwise 
he must dig, beg, or starve. I ought to have held 
my brethren to their promise, and not indulged 
them in dishonest negligence, which would have 
been greatly to their benefit, and saved me from 
much trouble. Most seriously do I advise mf 
brethren in the ministry, to study to please Qod 
in their oflicial course, and stand up for tbeif 
right with the flock, which they engage to feed 
with the sincere milk of the word. 

Towards the close of the first revival which I 
witnessed in C, a cloud of darkness came ovel 
my mind. AU hope in the mercy of God wbs 
lost, which left me on the borders of despair. It 
seemed to me that all ^he anguish of mind the 
converts had expressed was not to be compared 
with mine. But one morning I ventured to read 
a portion of scripture and engage in prayer. 
With much trembling I turned to the gospel of 
John^ and had not read far before tlie scene was 



j^bwsed'; all was ligbt^ my soul way made like 
the chariot of Aminadab; my views of truth, 
and of tlie way of life and salvation, dispersed 
all the midnight darkness ; my feet seemed thea 
to be taken from the horrible pit and set upoa 
the rock of Christ, if they had never been before ! 
And, 

*' My tongue broke out in unkhown strains, 
And sung surprising grace." 

It appeared that I could never again doubt the 
goodness of God ; or that he had made me a 
joint heir with Christ to an inheritance undefiled, 
reserved for me in heaven. But, alas! how de- 
ceitful is the human heart ! I have had serious 
doubts respecting the validity of those exercises, 
as well as others I have presented to the reader. 

While I was pastor of the Cornish church, the 
war waged between this nation and England, and 
the part which I then took^ has been grievous to 
me since. I drank into the war spirit, and de- 
livered addresses and harrangues upon the awful 
conflict which swallowed up morals, men and 
money, and fixed an indellible stain upon the 
Christian character of both nations. With a due 
regard to that forbearance recommended in the 
word of God, we probably might have gone 
clear of the war and all its horrors. The situa- 
tion of England at that time was peculiar, and 
from this arose those aots which led our govern- 
ment to declare war against her ; and in so doing, 
no allowance was made for her distracted condi- 
tion, being menaced by a power which had 
shaken almost every throne in Europe. My 
views of war have since undergone a material 
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change. Nations as w^H as m^n 'al-e <k)Y\ged to 
obey the precepts of the sacred word, ivhich for- 
bids " rendering evil for evil." There is one feai- 
ture in war which convinces me that a righteous 
God has no attribute that sides with it ; namely. 
It showers down misery and extreme suffering 
indiscrimately. Look to Mexico, where the iit-* 
nocent women and cbUdren are slaughtered by 
hundreds and thousands ! 

Could the storm fall exclusively upon the heads 
of those who cause it, the case would be some- 
what varied. But they are generally at such u 
distance from the scene of horror that they cart 
" eat, drink and be merry." Not one in a thou- 
sand of the wretched sufferers in Mexico, had any 
agency in those acts of which our government 
complain. Thus the innocent are barbarously 
treated, while those who generate the curse, live 
at ease and enjoy the delights of earth in ricH 
abundance. That a righteous God has pleasure 
in such things, I can no more believe than that 
he sympathises with piracy. He would as soon 
justify me in killing my neighbor's cattle, or even! 
his children, to compel him to make amends for 
some real or imaginary evil done me. Wheri 
God makes inquisition for blood, he will fill those 
who delight in war with their own ways. Happy 
will it be for those who can say, " The weapons 
of my warfare are not carnal, but mighty through 
God to the pulling dowir of strong holds." 

But to return to my narrative. During my 
ministrations to that church, I was called to fol- 
to the grave three lovely sons and their affection- 
ate mother, the wife of my youth, and compan- 
ion in life near fifty-one years. Those were bit- 
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4er cups mde^, but such b» a|e icoinmoa to ms^ 
Thrice happy are those who can. say with X\m 
blessed Redeemer, ^* The cup which my hff^vjaolf 
Father hs^h given me, shall I not drink it ? 
.Two deaths, occurred in my fainily under gmoiaJL 
circumstances. White a dear 6on layucorj^, 
I was obliged to leave my ipourning house a,n4 
repair to the sanctuary to minister at God's holy 
jyiliar, and officiate at the Lord's Supper. H^ 
text was, ^^ The Lord is my portion saiih tng 
,i8ptc{." Throc^h the paercy of God } "was not 
wholly eomfortiess. 

On another occasion I was called to visit a sipk 
.person some distance fnxn home. A^ it was ver^r 
stormy I could not return until tt^ next morning. 
When I reached home I found a son in the arms 
of death, with the spotted fever; he did nqt 
know me, and in a few houf^ the ^K^i tQok \ia 
flight* This was a very severe stroke in<lee|l. 
He was i^bout nine years of age, and I suf^osiid 
him in a state of nature. Deeply xHd J regr^ 
my unfaithfulness while he w^s.in health. The 
only course of safety is to be faithful to our 
children each day, for we can never \know the 
events of to-morrow. A family may to-day be 
in health, and to-mofrow be sbnauded in inoMri^* 
ing« for desith has spread bis dusky wings over 
them, and one or more has fallen. Foi^ twenty 
years there was more or less sickness in my .fami- 
ly, which, among other things, was the cause of 
my worldly embarrassment. But though in low 
circumstances my Camily did not suffer materially 
for the necessari^ of life. Through mercy we 
had our daily bread. I l)ave many friends ,to 
whoni I am grGa|ly ip^eb)cd f^r ^eir k;ndnK^ 
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iind charity, and a slight notice in this place is 
but doe, though I trust they will receive their 
reward in heaven. 

In t>ne case of extreme exigency, I made my 
t;m;umstances known to friends in Plainfield, 
Lebanon, and Windsor, from whom I received 
the generous sum of one hundred dollars, which 
was of great service indeed to me. At another 
time when my land was under mortgage, I visited 
Lowell and Boston, to Mr. Stow's and Mr. Co(- 
Ter's; in Cambridge to Mr. Parker's, and \h 
Brookline to Mr. Shailor's people; and by the 
influence of those kind hearted ministers, collec- 
tions were taken up for me to the amount of one 
hundred and forty dollars. Their munificence 
deeply affected me, and wilt be remembered with 
emotions of gratitude, as long as memory per- 
forms its office. While for the grace of salvation 
I would exclaim, ** Thanks to Clod for his un- 
speakable gift," I would offer him the same as- 
cription of praise for the above named favors. 

As the result of my situation, I was unable to 
furnish myself with books to the extent desirable. 
True, my supply was far better than that of the 
" five brethren" who " had Moses and the proph- 
ets ;" for besides those, I had Christ and the 
apostles, which I have read abundantly, if not 
savingly. If I have preached error it was not 
because authors, ancient or modem, had misled 
me. Not one time in a hundred have I known 
the sentiments of any man respecting my text. I 
mention this not as an example for others, but as 
a specimen of the numerous disadvantages in my 
way. God blessed me however, with good neigh- 
borS| who fiivored me with the leading of Ed- 
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wanfe, Hf>i4iin8» West^ Poole, FaUer, Scotf, 
Bishop of Canterbury, and many other authors. 
•8liU I never had learning enough to '' make me 
>mad," and perhaps not enough to make me so- 
't>er, or at least to render me useful in my day and 
^Keration. With more learning I might ha?e 
been a more acoeptaUe and useful preacher. 

I envy no minister for his superior learning, 
%ttt rejoice that many, in this respect, as well a» 
m their excellent quaUttes, are my superiors. But 
we read that ^ A bock that was sealed was given 
to one that was learned, to reed, and he said I 
cannot, for it is sealed. And it was then deliver- 
'ed to one that was not learned to read, and he 
*8aith I am not learned." Thus it is obvious that 
^11 who engage in the work of the gospel ministry, 
need that teaching which flesh and blood cannot 
impart 

When I had served the church in Cornish as 
pastor for nearly twenty years, my health having 
become poor, and my prospects of usefulness 
small, it appeared my duty to vacate the place, 
-for the church to call some one to the field whose 
labors He might crown with success. To benefit 
my health by riding, I chose to visit destitute 
churches, and preached more or less in Acworth, 
Unity, Pkinfield, East and West Windsor, Cav- 
endish, and Ludlow. Most if not all of these 
churches are now and have been for some years 
blessed with able pastors. 

Early in the commencement of the temperance 
reformation, I took a lively interest in it, and lec- 
tured and formed societies in nearly forty dif- 
ferent towns in New Hampshire and Vermont. 
This cause^ like all others of a moral nature, has 
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had to contend with a host of deluded antagettistty. 
But hitherto Hs soccess has exceeded the mostt 
sanguine expectations of its friends. Maj its ob^ 
ward march still continue; aod shed its bei^a 
influence on every virtuous and useful i&AereiA 
this side heaven ; and kj a stiot^ band on aU 
and every kind of immorality this side the gravct 
There is, excepting mn, nothing which is oftener 
the working of Satan that strong drink; anfl 
therefore we may be assured that he and all In 
unhappy adherents will strive to rattntein iia 
popularity, and perpetuate its prevalence amoi^ 
men. ^ 

No man living, perhaps, is better prepared l» 
-say bow precious water is, than myself, as by ili 
use I have been cured of two diseases ; o^ that 
threatened my comfort through life, the other bfe 
itself. I drank water to the exclusion of tea and 
cofiee, as well as strong liquor. These facts I 
mention for the benefit of my fellow men« 

In the course of my pnblic career I have pei^ 
formed three missionary tours. One in die norlh 
part of Vermont and Canada^ the other two in 
Vermont My first was in company with Re#. 
John Hibbard, of whom I have spoken. This 
was his second, and generally he lock his former 
track. And 1 cannot now say how many were 
heard to thank God for the precious and durable 
fruits of his ikst friendly tour among them. One 
would say that he was blessed by bis preaching ; 
another, that his son or daughter was awakened 
and blessed. On a certain day we called at the 
house of a man in Canada ; who very soon came 
in much affected, and full of joy. With tearful 
eyes be said that be had been praying the Lord 
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to s^qd sooie niiasionafies amoi;^ them, and jiisl 
is he endad his prayer his daughter saluted him 
%kh the pleasing information of our arrival, which 
Was a gracious answer to his prayer. Hibbard 
was led to take those tours by the pressure of his 
dwn sympathies for those scattered here aod there 
in the wiiderneas, destitute the preaching of the 
aoul-savtng gospel. He was unaided, and not 
rewarded by any society; but that gracious 
Savior,. whom he delighted to preach and to rec* 
ooamend to his dying fellow men — knew aH the 
way he took, and with what holy zeal he present* 
ed a oroeified^ risen and exalted Redeemer. 

And when God shall make ap his jewels, the 
I^KKtles and Gary, Marshman, Ward, Newel, 
Hibbard, and a host of other self-saoiiicing nus** 
aiomuries tvill be alike accepted and rewarded by 
bim whose cause they enhanced, and whose king^ 
dom they strove to upbuild. At that day the 
eoimtry was new and the traveling bad indeed ; 
the bouses very poor, and in many instances their 
living was poor, and their lodging was the same, 
tad money was exceedingly scarce. When we 
arrived home after a six weeks* tour, we bad 
jointly five or six dollars. I remember that the 
pious Hibbard said that if he served his master 
better, he would see him better rewarded. 

In these three tours, I did not see one house 
o( religious worship, excepting one or two made 
of logs, and so poorly lighted that I could scarce* 
ly read my text. Sul^equently, when I have 
seen people in more ancient towns repudiate their 
houses of worship in favor of more splendid and 
pleasant ones, I have thought how happy the 
people of the wilderness ^vould feel did they pos- 
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8688 hoiaies equal to those deserted, it was pt0B0^ 
isg to see the zeal which the people manifested 
to hear the preached word. On my three tours i 
rode many miles in paths not " cast up." I 
preached many sermons, and administered bap* 
tism to a number, and constituted one church. I 
was, I am sensible, very much, if not wholly vrmU 
ing in the liecessary qualifications of a Christiatt 
missionary. The amount of good which I etSed^ 
ed, or whether any, is known only to Him whoso 
way is everlasting ; and by whom ail actions are 
weighed. When on my tour in Canada, I one 
morning walked out to see the surroundit^ scene-' 
ry ; I espied a solitary grave on an eminence ; and 
asked the man of the house how it happened that 
a person was so interred. He said a man in the 
neighborhood lost his wife, and that her grave 
was opened in the common burying ground, but 
before her funeral it was ascertained that she had 
never been baptized, therefore it was thought that 
she was not worthy of a burial among C&stiaQ'^ 
ized dust. 

This reminded me of the trial and language el 
Dr. Young. He went with a sick daughter into 
a new country Tor her health, where she died. 
They refused her a Christian burial, because she 
was a heretic in their view. The Dr. said he 
cursed the ground, because they refused dust to 
cover dust, a privilege they did not deny their 
dogs. The same man told me that a neighbor 
had his babe baptized by a transient preacher 
who was found to be an impostor. This informa* 
tion filled the mind of the father with anxiety, as 
he thought the validity of the ordinance depended 
on the good character of the administrator. He 



tsked advicei but his advisers were not agreed on 
the subject. Some thought that as he bad in 
sincerity given up the child, and the name of the 
holy Trinity had been pronounced upon him, the 
babe woi|ld receive all the benefit which the sa« 
cred rite was designed to impart. But otheia 
contended that the bad character of the adminis- 
trator was a blast upon the ordinance. There 
were those who gave it as their opinion, that it 
would be entirely consistent for him to baptize 
his child himself, as there was not a regular min- 
ister except at a great distance ; but he said the 
difficulty of it was, he had forgotten the words in 
use, on the occasion ; and as the child was 
healthy and bid fair to live, he thought he should 
risk him with the doubtful baptism. At this day, 
even wise, men who believe that infant baptism is 
scriptural, might differ in opinion respecting the 
duty of the parent in the case presented. My 
opinion is, that if a man submits to the ordinance 
€^ baptism by the hand of a man who is an ac* 
credited minister of the gospel, that his baptism 
will be approved of God so far as relates to the 
candidate, although the administrator may prove 
to be an impostor. 

Sixty years since, Baldwin, Peake, Ransom, 
Hibbardi and a few others, fired with seraphie 
zeal, went through the wiklerness, not of Judea, 
but of New Hampshire and Vermont, offering 
salvation to their sinful, dying brethren, in the 
name and through the merits of a Savior, whom 
ih&y had found to be precious indeed. They 
rode poor horses and saddles, and were poorly 
clothed ; but all these privations, together with bad 
roads, cold houses, poor living, hard lodging and 
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Httle or no reward, did not move them, nertfefei* 
counted they their lives dear onto themselves. 
Their grand objeet waa to make known the sweet 
Ifavor of the name of Christ, and thus save pre- 
cbus ^uls. I do not rank myself with those 
Venerable ministers; bai<;oi3ik! I with propriety 
do so, I should consider it a favor above any in 
the power of the world to bestow. To rest the 
mind of the reader, 1 will here relate an anecdote 
of a very serious character. Many years since, 
there lived a woman in Hanover who was a mem- 
ber of the Congregational chnrch, at the collegei 
Her husband was a great enemy to religion. At 
a certain time she visited her friends in Hartford^ 
Conn. There was at the time a revival of reli- 
gion in the Baptist church in that city. A hum* 
ber were baptized, and she was among them, be^ 
ing convinced that it was the scriptural way. 
Her hiisband was not with her, but when she re- 
lumed and he was informed that she had become 
a Baptist, he was extremely embittered against 
her, and became her unrelenting persecutor. She 
being grieved with his unkind treatment, repent- 
ed having been baptized. She said to herself, 
^' If I am a Christian, heaven would have been as 
sure to me without baptism, as with, and I should 
tiave saved myself the trials which befall me by 
the severity of my enraged husband." As soon 
as those thoughts and reasonings sprang up in 
her mind, she sunk into entire despair, and thus 
remained during the lapse of a number of months, 
and for a number of days before she emeiged 
from this lamentable situation she neither ate nor 
slept ; indeed, such was her agony of mind, that 
&he gnawed the flesh on her Arms. At this time. 
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ftsiTi Abel Brkljipiatn Tinted har, and ^bdetrvmaA 
bf his convensBtion to assuage her grief ; tiat t4 
no parpofle. Her soal was still in chains. Ha 
then said to her that he felt a strong desire tm 
commit her case to God in pfrayer ; but she ob« 
jected, saying, " That it would be an. insult to 
God, and more intensely enkindle his wrath.'* 
But he replied, <' That he felt it to be his impera- 
tiye duty." She at length said, '* That if he 
must pray, she must hear him." He poured oiit 
all his sou) to God, in the name of his Son. And 
the effectual, fervent prayer of this righteous man 
availed much ; for before he reached his amen, 
her hope began to revive, the chains, botts and 
bars of death became powerless, under the hand 
of a merciful God, who brought her up from the 
horrible pit and miry clay, and renewed in her 
mouth the song of praise. She now became wil- 
-Kng to confess Christ before men, come life or 
death. But it pleased God soon to take her 
from a bosom pregnant with gall, to the bosom of 
Abraham. 

During the time of my ministry in Cornish, I 
saw much of the goodness of the Lord in preach<- 
ing the precious word, and in administering the 
ordinances therein enjoined. In the first ref- 
ormation, which was in the winter, baptism was 
administered almost half a mile from any house, 
and sometimes the weather was very cold ; but 
yet crowds would assemble to witness the sacred 
rite. The presence of the Lord rendered those 
seasons peculiarly solemn and interesting ; and 
the health of the candidates was not injured to 
my knowledge. 

This I think was very pure work indeed^ and 



38 LisB iJiHB mwm w 

fte sdbjecte bf it held on. their way, tookkil; imfo 
Iesu9, the author and fifibher of their &itb. D«* 
ring three reviYals my labors were arduoas, bal 
•till my satisiaction in them was unsfieakabljfr 
great. I would say with the poet, 

*« O ! how sweet my labors were. 
When so many carao to hear.'* 

I hope my preaching was bleat to the conver? 
sion of some sinners, but still I think more were 
awakened to a sense of their lost condition by 
hearing their fellows declare what the Lord had 
done for their precious souls. We had one pe- 
cuharty solemn Sabbath. It was communion 
season. Between twenty and thirty young cotn* 
verts submitted to the articles of iaith, and cov>* 
enants, and sat down with the church the first 
time to partake of the memorials of their Lord's 
aufierings and death. This was a season of im- 
mense joy to tlie church. She could say with 
the Psalmist, *' This is the day which the Lord 
hath made, we will be glad and rejoice in it." 
We looked back to the day when about thirty 
aat down to the sacramental table, but now to 
see two hundred compass the table of the Lor4 
was almost overwhelming, and led us to say, 
" What has God wrought ?" In those days our 
singing was almost seraphic, and this doubtless 
drew numbers to our house of worship. We 
had a brother in the church who was a most ex- 
cellent choirist, who took unwearied pains to ren- 
der that part of worship what it ought to be. I 
wouki advise our brethren to imitate his pious 
example. 

When I first united with the church in Cor- 



liiBkiti w s faowp og od of a Kttle i«wg tlWfi^ 
membeni.' Tbere ate now only two of tfao9# 
meo^iaTs ramaiBiBg ; die absent taeaibers have, I 
tfiHit, joined Ihe^duirch triumphant. Bat throngii 
the merey of God the chuieb still lives wMi a 
great increase of memben ; tiboegh her b^imiiiig 
^as small, she has fiom tiitne to time been Uest 
'with the additicm of huaiUe converts to supply 
the place of those whom I trust were oailed to>SM 
ingter seats in heaven. From this church the 
lirilowing persons have gone oat as gospel {»!each« 
ofSy viz : Gage, Hough of Indm, Daniel and 
Horace Richiifdsoii,' Gustin, Baker, and Demmg^* 
When I was first introduced to the Woodstock 
A^odation, ia the days of my youth, the fdlow^ 
ing mmiifters officiated in this region oS country 
ki the churches, vis^ : Leland of Chester, Seamans 
«f New London) Ambrose ef SuHon, Woodwand 
of Wemldl, Liedoit of Newport, Ransom^of South 
Woodcock, William Grow of North Woodt^ook 
and Bridgewater, H^ghee of Alstead, Jectedtah 
Htbbard of Ldbanoo, John Hibbafd of Royalton, 
John Drew of Hartford, Abd and Isaac Bridg*- 
man of Hanover, Coombs of Jamaica, Bailey of 
Westmoreland, WiUard of Dublin, and Elliot of 
Mason. Higbee is yet Uvii^, the c^eis have 
fallen asleep. This class of mini^^s with one or 
two exeeptflons were the very favorites of heaven ; 
they were apostolic in prindple, spirit, life and 
usefulness ; and the dust with wmeh they lave 
mingled dust, I consider to be hi^y hmiored. 
They have doubtless realned in their better part, 
the truth and blessedness of Uie saying, ** They 
that turn many to righteousness shall sUne as the 
brightness of the finnamwt and as the stars^ ibr 
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«" aitioog iMr nimiber, yet 'they were migtitjr in 
fli# fleti^mmi, an^ their langnga was not oien^ 
rim tafon to Aa iHMQd. Tbejrwet^ strong^ 
ibifi4M Kfiaii by aamm, and bf €o6rM a«ieQeed^ 
iMtar wJtiUMiit i»odl leaf»kig than diey c^atd 
iMH># idoife wMi imaflisr eadawiiianiB. M tba 
IffM wten tbl» im iiister« am(H% tte Aqitiste w^tcr* 
kot fearned^ k {>)edsed God to fontish Ihe eharch^ 
aa with fiiea of rare iaieliectaa) power, aad a great 
f rioaaai^ of ike Holy Spirit. Many very learned 
faitti as weH m others have been afibeted a»d bs* 
tniHsii^ apim hearing Milerate ministers expound 
and «nlbrc8 evaligi^eri tinth ; spreading lij^t 
tlHtrngh the Whale afitsieinMy which took kno^- 
«dfs of them, tftat they had been with Jesus* 
■ Siiide it k understood that tha minisliy is to be 
le»tied, H wonid seem that divine pitmdence has 
ttot been v^ car^fbl to shut the door to the min*' 
istry, i^nst men wantiilg fai shrewdness. I 
asean not to disparage learning white I speak of 
tha g?«at merit of illiteiate aiinkters, imit would 
oommend and iviagnify the grae^ of God, to thb 
ehaiebes, in that he blest them with aa efficient 
miaisfry in the tibsence of classical attaknnents. 
How ffloch more good Chfist will accomplish by 
a learnt miiiistry , tkiie wit! decide ; bat 6ne thing 
is eestatn, if fesomd nwnisters Mt as mach bedow 
Ibair Mhim m piety, as diey rise above them in 
iha caitlvatioii or Che mlod, it is to be feared that 
fli^ will not surpass them in moral influence and 
ttsefulness in the oharches. 

Ledoit came from Woodirtoek, Conn<, to New- 
port, and after he had served that ehnrch faith- 
faUy and ui^lty abant tawnfy years, and much 
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toAMi^ ikfuinltt to aff the chuitoRes in the v«gion, 
he wa» unatihnously ttivited to return to tli^ 
lAifHi^Ji of hta y^uth. By the advice of a cooncil; 
bis pastoral rektion to th^ choreh in Ncwpiort 
Mi%» disaeWed wHh the tenderest feelinga on bodi 
Mes. But his ieeond raee in WoodiMoek wal 
ahort, not more than four or five yeara. I Iw^ni 
that he was tidcen ill while offieiating at ti fnnendl 
He observed that he shoald soon preach his loud^ 
iest sermon by his death. I was told that white 
be was In eonfltet with the h-mg or terrors, that 
unearthly nKisio was heard by those around hiQi^ 
The ditireh at Newport, on hearing of th« 
death of the venerable and godly man, requested 
^me to attend with therti, and give them a sermon 
on the occasion of his death. To this I com* 
plied, and composed a lengthy hymn to be sung 
on the occasion ; three verses of which I here 
insert: 

O, wondrous flight in grace's car 

Beyond the orbs of I'ght, 
Gone fVom the realms of* no)se md'Striie, 

And firom «ll Qftture's sight. 

Ah ! loveTy man, you *ve gained the land 

Where holv spirits live, 
No more witfc sin tiiy mind is stained. 

Nor aught thy spirit grieyes. 

Adieu, Letdoit, Ihov man of God : 
You 've gained the heavenly, shore, 

And we the brethren of your love, 
Shall see your fkce no more. 

The writer, in reviewing the scenes of a pros- 
trated life, sees mneh to admire on the part of the 
Ruler of the Univenoi and much to deplore in 
his tmn history. He has seen in the history of 
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lo tha beat of men during the time of Vmf so* 
joum in this state of existence. I have ^eeo not 
fi- few lificn hopefully ptous^ greatly err and wound 
tim Clause of Christ*. I have seen many hig^ pro* 
fessofs wholly apostatize, and return again .inle 
l^pt. Since the morning of my life, I bav« 
been acquainted with many ministers qf all disr 
nominations, and only a minority of them hav^ 
gone through life with an unsulU^ reputation, -at 
ininisters of Christ. Some have been cast down 
ky wine, others by women ; some have left the 
ministry and gone into worldly speculation ; oth- 
isrs have given up the ministry, and have stepped 
i9n to tbe political arena, and have nought offioe 
in CsBSar's kingdom* 

A number have committed suicide* Many 
have departed from the faith* and have embraced 
false doctrines. But some have gone through 
their earthly pilgrimage, as seeing him that is in* 
visible, and as remembering the sacred words, 
'< Thou God seest me," and their sun has sunk 
below the western horizon^ without a darkning 
cloud. They could say with an apostle, " I have 
fought a good fight, I have kept the faith." 

These things have often affected me, while 
they confirm the sentiment, that but a few will 
finally reach heaven ; and that some men of dis- 
tinction in the church in this world, will be dis- 
owned of Christ in the world to come. I have 
therefore had many doubts respecting my good 
standing in Christ, and have^ to this day ; but in 
my darkest hours, I can bless God that he in his 
mercy held me from being a public scandal to 
the Christian cause. The fall of others has press- 



fidl'hoDlelhis'fleriptttre: ^'Let him iKiiotfiiokelb 
1m slandeth, take heed, lest he fitli." lo review'^' 
iog my ltfe> I see many things to lament in m^y 
own conduct, and I admire the forbearance of 
God towards me, a very unworthy creature* At 
times, I fear that my life is protracted in judg* 
ment ; that I may fill an iniquitous cup to the 
brim* But when I consider that I have seen and 
Jbtsted nauch of the goodness of the Lord, during 
my earthly pilgrimage, I ani led to bdpe for great* 
things ahead. 

I. must soon lay aside my harness, put on tl^ 
shroud, and be called to my final account. Pun* 
gent sorrow becomes me, that I have not run 
more straigbtly and with more agility the Chris- 
tian race ; that I have not fought better and done 
more to promote that cause which interests earth, 
and has the sympathy of all in heaven. My de- 
parture will soon be announced, and I am sure 
that my life has merited but few tears for that 
solemn event ; and I doubtless shall have more 
than I should durst ask, were I to speak from the 
dead. 

In the course of my protracted ministry, the 
following I consider my greatest defects. I have 
been wanting in a faithful, prayerful, persevering 
study of the word of God. ''Preach the word," 
is a divine command. A mere novice ipay talk 
to any amount about it, but none can preach it 
sucx^essfully and usefully unless he understands it, 
and none but the faithful student can understand 
it in a measure which will enable him to teach 
others. I am not with those who believe that 
the Holy Ghost will lead a preacher into the sen- 
timents of his text miraculously, without the 
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elferts of hit mirid. A wise preadier ivMy ti{)af 
hte beaded knees, pvay God to make him feel tb^ 
Ipower of troth in his socil, and enable him to 
study it with ddight, and to infinite advantage ) 
but to expect a sermon made ready to his hand b^ 
the spirit of God, would be as absurd as it would 
for a man to look to him to frame his house. 

Those ministers who most love the " word,'^ j 

will study most and will best Understand it, and 
the most dearly preach it« 

An apostle said to Timothy: " Give thyself tA 
reading, to meditation, to doctrine;" and neither 
the authority or utility of this exhortation have 
been antiquated by time. 

The scriptures are a vast field, and whoever 
will become an adept in them, and a useful teaeb- 
er of them, must study them perseveringly and 
prayerfully. I have cause to reflect with griefs 
upon my deficiency in this respect. My situation 
in life has not allowed me as much time for read- 
ing as more favored persons have enjoyed, but 
yet I could have read more, and thus have been 
more useful. It is said that knowledge is power; 
and the more knowledge a preacher possesses, the 
greater is bis power to do good. 

I have studied the scriptures professionally bf , 

far too much to learn what to say to others, while ' 

I ought to have studied them to learn what they i 

isaid to me. <^ The husbandman must first be par*- 
taker of the fruit," saith an apostle* A man who 
does not know what the word says to him, is illy 
prepared to apply it to others. 

I have given too many of my thoughts and too ^ 

much of my time to the politics of the day. A 
minister has a right, like other men, to acquaint 



Ktmsetf with the politica) state of the country iti 
which h^ lives, QRd to give his suffrage to whoiit 
he pleases to manage the affairs of state } but if 
bis mind be deeply imbued with party politics^ 
he will waste his spirUuality, lower himself ex« 
eeedingly, and greatly retard his usefulness in the 
church. No candid man will blame a minister 
for his opinion, nor for his voting according to it i 
but if he becomes a warm politician, a bar-room 
stickler in poKtics, and is found lifting up his 
Voice in conventions and caucuses^ he will greatly 
mar bis ministerial character, and neutralize his 
efforts to enlarge the church and save souls. Let 
liny worldly concern predominate in a minister's 
mind, and his praydrs and preaching will be as 
dead as the body without the spirit, and be vir* 
tually rock his church to sleep. A minister, to 
be useful, must be spiritually minded. The poli« 
tician, the warrior, the navigator, may accom«' 
{jlish their designs without a religious frame of 
mind, but a minister cannot. Without the spirit 
of Christ, be is as impotent in relation to his ap* 
propriate work, as Sampson was with his shorn 
locks. 

I have patronized war and shedding of blood. 
In the last war with England, I was full of the 
war spirit, which, to a great extent, disqualiiied 
me for usefulness as a Christian minister. I now 
believe that nations and governments are as strict- 
ly obligated to obey the precepts of the gospel ^b 
churches and individuals are. The gospel for- 
bids rendering evil for evil. No earthly power 
can abrogate this command. If the men of the 
world will fight and kill each other, Christians 
and Christian ministers ought to remember that 
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the weofKKiB of their n^ffure ought to be-etiirUual 
^k1 mighty through God. Their appropriate 
work is to save souls by spreadiag the s$tvor of 
the name of the Son of God throughout the world. 
I have been deficient in prayer, both as respects 
namber and spirituality* A praying minister is 
the only one who pleases God, and who can rea^ 
sonably expect the blessing of God. The Saviof 
said: " Come ye after me, and I will make you tQ 
become fishers of men." The most, prayerful 
minister follows the most closely his divine master ; 
and him will his master honor in the edification 
of the church and the conversion of sinners^ 

Dr. Stilknan said that " a minister ought to go 
from his knees to the pulpit, and from thence to 
his knees." All ministers who realize the worth 
of souls, will pray most ardently that God majr 
render dieir preaching eflScacious in their salva- 
tion. In this case I have been painfully deficient* 
And I sincerely hope, that those who read these 
lines, will be admonished by them, to be instant 
and fervent in prayer. Furthermore, 1 have not 
preached as frequently as my situation allowed* 
This deficiency has been owing to a want of spir* 
itual life, without which a minister oannot realize 
those infinitely important things connected with 
and resulting from the gospel ministry. The 
pharisee fasted and prayed too much and too 
long; and doubtless some men preach too fre- 
quently for their health and usefulness. Their 
sennons are light and stale, and as. monotonous 
as the song of the evening bird* 

A minister, to preach well, must take time to 
think, to read and study. But a good spiritual 
minister will cheerfully preach as frequently as he 



ean ooAshifientlj. The acriptwea coolaio an al- 
most infinite variety of topics, and a faithful mixi*^ 
ister will delight to spread them before the great 
congr^iation. I have been greatly wanting in 
system and regularity in my worldly concerns ; in 
consequence of which, my usefulness and happi* 
ness have been much curtailed. I have not been 
fiuthful and strict with my employers respecting 
the payment of my salary, and of course I was 
not pnactual in the payment of my debts. In« 
deed, not being paid myself promptly, I viewed 
myself innocent in a tardy payment of my credit* 
ors. Some who knew my situation compassiona- 
ted me ; others blamed me, doubtless. I have 
been driven to hire money from the days of my 
youth^ at 6 and 7 and 12 per cent. And this to me 
has been a source of vexation almost beyond what 
my pen can write. I know not how many have 
agned notes with me. And then at times I was 
on tiptoe, lest I should injure them ; but I am 
pleased with the certainty that I never did. And 
here I do with fulness of heart advise all young 
ministers to keep as clear of debt as possible. Pre- 
fer rather to wear a thread bare coat and patched 
boots and shoes, and to ride a cheap horse and 
ordinary carriage, than to possess all in high per- 
fection, and be indebted for them to the men of 
this heartless world. In thus doing you will stand 
better with yourselves, with the earth, the church, 
and with heaven. In my public career, I have 
been too inattentive to the wants and happiness 
of my own dear family. Every man's primary con- 
cern is with his own soul ; and next is his family. 
If these two interests are neglected, other interests 
will not be regarded faithfully and successfully. 
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A mmuiim As^ty intbudd with the fasve of 
mmh, may from » pecoiiarUy of drctifn^aiices^ 
be 80 overwhelmed with public di^€», as to neg« 
kct, to a great extent* the interests of bis own 
bouse. But in ^neral^ those mioislers wjio neg^ 
kct their fiimilies neglect themselves, and are not 
the most useful in the church. An apostlo 
thought that a man who did not take dare of his 
own house, would but illy take care of the church; 
For myself, I do not plead that my ihatt^ilipn to 
iny own family is to be ascribed to mysuperidp 
regard for the interests of the church and of 
souls-; iieither have I said to die contraiy. And 
I will only add, may God forgive me in thisLcase 
im far as I am guilty. And I do now most seri^ 
ously advise all young ministers to look well to 
their &mihes. Give tb^n a good religious educa« 
tion. Teach them the fear of God. Train them 
to habits of industry and good edCmomy. Try to 

SVe them a love to good order. Teach them 
mevolence ; and to abhor ail crttelty, even to 
the brute creation. Teach them to regard all the 
heirs of immortality as their brethren and sisters^ 
equally worthy with themselves of all those privi- 
leges for which our fathers fought and Ued, and 
for which the Savior bied and died. I^i early life 
lead them to the charitable box, to deposit thereia 
the widow's two mites, if not more. A family 
piously educated, is a blessing to the vvorld, and 
to the church ; and doubtless will cause joy in 
heaven. 

In my pastoral and parochial visits I have been 
wanting in usefulness ; but not whoDy on account 
of worldly conversation ; yet I often spent the 
time in reading some new book or newspaper. 



At the same tkne t knew that it was not treating 
Ibe family politely, inasmuch as I was pleasing 
and serving myself, to their prejadice, if I was 
prepared to converse to the edification of the 
families visited. 

A ndnif^er in his weekly visits shcMtld in bis 
conversation, frsten the tirutbs which he preached 
.the preceding Sabbath upoa the mmds of his 
people, and prepare them for his next effort iti 
the sanctuary of the Lord. If nothing of this is 
done, the reasoning part of his hearers will say, 
does our minister believe and carry out in bis life, 
the doctrine which he with seeming zeal urg^ 
upon his hearers ? A good man, the talents of 
whose preacher hardly reached mediocrity^ onoe 
said that his minister could not preach as much 
in a day as many others, but he would preach as 
much in a week, by his uniform Christian con- 
versation. 

Every minister's conversation amongst his par- 
ishioners should be such as to add great force to 
his pulpit appeals. In this point I have greatly 
erred, and have cause to plead, " O Lord forgive^ 
and enable all thy true ministering servants to 
have their conversation in heaven." 

In the early part of my ministry, I erred in se- 
lecting for discussion, passages of sacred scrip- 
ture, which were too deep for my power of in- 
jrestigation. The Psalmist said: ^'1. do not ex- 
ercise mysdf in things too high for me." Had I 
have been as humUe as he was, doubtless I 
should have been alike prudent. I in early life, 
exchanged pulpits with an aged, wise minister, 
on a very cold day ; and we met in the morning 
on our way to the house of worship* " Now," 
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:8did he, ''it is very cold ^ and we ttimi have mer- 
tiy on the bodies as weU as the souls of oar heur* 
era. I wotdd advise you not enter upon a deep 
subject ; but engage with a plain, easy t^ct, and 
offer a few plain truths to your hearers, and en* 
force them upon their consciences, and then dis- 
miss them." Doubtless the peofde were fiivcMred 
by this advice; and certain, I was not injured. 
Doubtless he thought it was best for me not to 
engage in very deep things, even in warm 
weather. 

It is with some young ministers, as it is with 
young boys, who are ambitious to en^ige in work 
above their years. When I was atraut thirteeik 
years old, my uncle, on leaving the lot in which 
we were at work, gave me orders to be performed 
during his absence ; but I took his scythe and 
employed my time in mowing ; and as this was 
my first effort, I thought I succeeded quite w«U, 
and expected I should gain the applause of my 
uncle; but alas! he chastised me for a viobtion 
of orders. 

I preached from texts, when young, that I 
should not think it safe to engage with at this 
time of life. I have erred in that I have not, 
when addressing my hearers, been as serious and 
as importunate as if I knew it to be my last ef* 
fort. Every preacher ought thus to acquit him- 
self when treating upon eternal realities; and they 
ought to pray, bdieving that a blessing will result 
from every truly evangelical effort. 

I have taken great satisfaction at times in pre- 
senting Christ as the only Savior of a guilty race, 
and in administering the ordinances of the New 
Testament. 



I hftve in dlfl^rent places led nomy into the w^ 
'tef) on profefision of faith, most of whom, as far as 
1 know, have in sobsequent Ufe given evidence 
that they bad risen with Christ to newness of life ; 
bat a number have given painful evidence that 
they were not sincere penitents for sin. 
' I have united in marriage a large number for- 
merly, but of late Ibis honor is denied me. The 
j^uth of this day of fashion and splendor, cars 
and steam, would no sooner aHow me to marry 
them than they would appear on the occasion in 
costume that was in vogue in the days of Martin 
Luther. But in this case I am not solitary, for 
grey headed men, at this day, are many of them 
set behind beardless bojrs. A hoary headed min- 
ister in the pulpit, to many would seem as useless 
as an old foundered steed upon the race ground, 
with a heavy bet upon his bead. 

It is a divine maxim : *' He must increase but 
I must decrease." All professional men must 
experience the troth of this sacred declaration ; 
and the more cheerfully, tbe better for themselves. 
This always has and ever will be the case with 
public men ; and to fret, resist and determine to 
stand their ground, would be as unavailing as it 
would for a maiden lady of the age of sixty, to 
vex her soul because time in her had blasted those 
charms in possession of which, she might share 
the admiration of the nymphs with whom she is 
surrounded. But the present is a remarkable 
day. Customs, manners and men become hoary 
and antiquate very early. The minds of men are 
in a peculiar state. They^are fast breaking away 
from ancient boundaries and landmarks, even in 
moral principles ; it is an age of fashion and gaie- 
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4y aodf vrortdUy imild^iditess. Yotrr reiligbGi, in all 
4l3 depiM'tiiieAts, must be dressed like the iiuxraleB 
of the King's palace* Every ihmg must appesi^ 
enobanlkig, facinaling and lively. An a|^d aiid 
time worn BikuiSter to stand up tio preach in n 
splendid desk, and all things ^be i^fgH aod spaik^ 
ling, v^mM . seem like preaenUng fruit to a splen* 
did party, in a browQ wooden bowl. 

•Here I would observe, that to a hungry man, 

food presented thus, would be QbeerfuUy received^ 

(And a man who sl¥>uld open hui mouth wide, thi^ 

God might fill it, would be wiHing that he should 

.do it by 8iu:h an agent as he should oboese. 

•Wben Joshiia eidled up Agag the King, to hew 

him in pieces, he said the bitterness of death ws^s 

.past. So with me, the bittei^ess of being thrown 

.upon the back ground, overljdoked by the master 

spirit of the day, b&a past away* If 1 ever sought 

pubbcity and honor of men, I think at present I 

. prefer the honor which eometh from God only ; 

,am quite contented to pass the res^^ni^g inch of 

.life in as great a measure of pbscui'ily as can fall 

•to my lot. 

But I hope the tvne will come, when the 
^churche^ will abound in sober piety and true God- 
liness, and hold hoary-^headed ministers in repute, 
nor press them to quit the field so long as they 
can wield the implements c^ the Christian war- 
fare, and help carry forwfird the cause which ia- 
vites to its aid and promises a great reward to the 
man who has but one talent. 

There is a glorious day to the church drawing 
near. The day star is up; a sure indication that 
the night is far gone, and the day is at hand. I 
shall not livatp see it.ii) fu}l «plendor» nor ought 



^bei anxious in tlie case ; Bat pray to be'tliankM 
•for the Kght, truth and grace which I have seen 
'displayed in tbifi fallen, sin^tridfcen world. 

Many speculations -respecting the nftflentum 
:have found their waj faito the world, which had 
-ito tendency to render ra^ either iioRe^ or hap- 
pier. Mr. Miller is not the only errorist on tM» 
subject. 

A miKenium of a thousand years is promise 

to the church. But it is evident that the time 

"has not yet come, for Satan has not been bounA, 

ms he will be through that auspicious and gbrious 

*ilay. It is not given us to know the times and 

'the seasons which the Father has put in \ia own 

• power. 

* The commencement of the milletiium is ^t 
" present a secret with God, while the peculiarities 
' of it are much more dear. A principal feature 
•in the, character of the millenium, will conmt of 

'a vast increase of holiness on the earth, as I un« 
"derstand tlie scripture on this subject. Let us 
' then labor, and pray to have much of the beauty 
of the Lord upon us. Thus shall we be prepared 
for miilenial light and glory, if we should live to 
see the time ; and if we should not, we shall be 
prepared for that blessed state, where the spirits 
of just men are made perffect. The above re- 
marks are incidental, as I had not thought of dis- 
cussing the subject at length . Those persons who 
discuss and enforce the precepts of the gospel, and 
so persuade men to assume their native dignity, 
and act in a manner agreeing with their relation 
to the moral universe, serve their generation much 
better than those who exhaust themselves in spec* 
ulattons which have no praetical bearing. ' 



I fl^e miim n^ {M^ijitps be jiaxifi^ towijim 

,iB0iBe aocount of my brother^ Clark Keodric]|, 
who labored maay years in the gospel niiai$trf(. 
To this J therefore consent to devote a short 

.space, as it may be pleasiog to his widow apd 

, chUdreiit and those w£o eo^ed his ministry and 

. aoqu^in^nce* 

At an early age be was thrown upon the mer- 

tdfls of a cdd, selfish world, % the death of bis 

. father. The trials and hiHr<6hips he sofferfd^ 
greatly lAJiired his health, and at the age of eigbl* 
een there were alarming symptoms of consumjpK 
tion. A cfaai^ of situation and employment 

. was recommended, and therefore, after a lon^ 
journey by which his health was much improved. 



« Jbe engigeA in teachii^. The godly coovers^ticA 
. of the £Mnily in wbidi he boarded, led Jiim^lo 
.^cry out in deep distress, " What shall I do to he 
.failed?" For about six weeks )ijs continued in 
the greatest darkness and aii^uish of mind, when 
the day star arose in his heart, he meekly svdb-^ 
mitted to the yoke of Christ, and found inex- 
pressible delight in so df^ng* . He soon followed 
the Savior into the watery grave, and united with 
the Bapt^t church in Hanover. This surprisiia 
. change in bis spiritual state was unmediately fol* 
.^wed with serious impressions, that he tnu^ 
preach the goq»eI. These convictions he at 
. once rejected, but they were enforced upon him 
V with increased power, and after a most severe 
conflict the point iiras yielded, and he exclaimed 
with the prophet, '' Here am I, Lord, send me." 
The next question was, whes'e he should make 
. the attempt. He feared to come before the peo- 
ple in Giaiigvcar, and tbef^ope desired to set his 



41^ received a leUer from tbe cburdi, and taking 

.an afieotioi^ate but sorrowful leave of the bre^b- 

|!m, fae .iravded to Saieoi, N. Y.y where be waB 

%^QrdiaU}r receiired, aad treated with all poeaibfe 

kindness by Rev. Obed Warren. Mr. Waifefi 

robCaiioed. a sebool for bitQ, aiid at a mmsters' 

■iww^^^gf int£od»i$d the lad to his bretbr^ bjr 

,i»h0m be wa^ examined in his Cfaristian exp^- 

,«otee, and bis oall to tbe mini$M7, and *' bid Gad 

.4ipeed" in the gpreat work. Upon Ilu9) Mr. W. 

jn¥j|ed biin to^ prea«b to bis own oongregation, 

,md aft!^ ia^coying biagift as lie bad o[^K>rtunity 

for a short time, he received an invitation jU> 

;fH»»ab in Pouttsey, Vt« 

The Baptists were few in onndi>er, wd than 
. bad no plaee of worsbipj and as tbe Congrega- 
tional <liiafeb had no n^nisteri b(4h deniomina- 
<^tf ons Qoet togetber. Soon aCtei ndy brother begap 
*4o sow saed, he was permitted to gslber in the 
fruit. A very powerful reformation coaim^ieed ; 
-•eonvcaiwions-were numeroiiSy and baptisoial scenes 
•W|uent« 

. The warm reception ^vea to Baptist senti« 

^sients alarmed the CongregaiionaUsts, and an 

\Qppositio0 was made to my brotber's preaching 

in their house. A general meeting of all eon- 

-cerried in the bouse was c^tied, and a majority 

of them chose to leave btm to go 00. But dt»* 

satisfaction pirearailed, whidi led the Baptists to 

take themselves out of the way. They soon 

erected a spacious bouse f&t themselves, in which 

my brother preached until his voice was silenced 

in death. 

Under bis miniatrjf tbe efauich incneased in 
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^niHtdb^fts, knowlckigt^ and pi^y , antt iMftla^ llle 
most efficient Baptist chiifch W^t of the tnowo* 
4ain, if not in the State. UHmtefrtt|Hed harauh 
my prevailed between pastor and peof^ dufilig 
t|be term of bis Isbor with them^ wbieh was over 
twenty years. 

They treated bitn with surpassing kindness and 
respeet, and his attachment for the ehimh wsii 
like that^f a father to his ehiM. Many, kideed, 
iwere his sptrttud chikiren^ Every retotvtng fBt»f 
as fresh acts of kmdnesB were mutualbr madiffilBh 
.ted, the fellowship was strengthened until dei^ 
rent it asunder, and he was caHed |o tbeehiin^ 
triamphant. 

Those churches and pastors wbieh are fs^imA 
with but a sbott union, know but Kttle of the 
tender love and fellowsbip enjoyed by this ebuieb 
sold pastor for many years. The wotda of the 
prophet seemed to be fulfilled in tbeir oaae, ^sAtS 
'a young man raarrieth a virgin, so shali thy soas 
marry thee." 

His labors were various and abundant. He 
was frequently called to attend councils, a qihese 
of hbor by no means desifabte. He iras appwit- 
>ed to preach the election sermra belbre Ibe Legii* 
latute of Vermont, and served ms eimphta during 
the session. 

In the latter part of his life be was sent on a 
missionary tour into western New York and Penn- 
sylvania. But this enterprise proved too much 
for his wasted constitution. It was in the winter 
season, and at the time of the war mth Sngland ; 
and at that day he covid not nvmi being greatly 
exposed. When he returned he was broken 
down, and the powers of life seemed giving way* 



Be newr . roMrered biv fomier vigor, bol kkt 
iif6Bgth gradaally dedioed until his deaih^ 
thott^ he OQBtiQued to preaoh some three years 
Iwger. 

The SaUMtth brfore he died, he repaired to the: 
house of worship, but was too feeble to preachy, 
mad the foHowtng Thursday he was struck with a- 
paralytic shock which made him sensible that he. 
had nearly reached the end of his course. But 
he wasealmand resigned. The most of the time 
he was rational, though there were seasons when 
Ms reason failed him. Near the closing sc^e,: 
lie -prayed very senably, and closed as follows : 
** Amea and Amen. The prayers of David, the^ 
aonof Jesse^ are ^ided.'' 
' The following Sabbath evening, at his request, 
he was raiaed from his bed and placed in a chair ;i 
and in a few moments, he fell asleep in Jesus, at 
tfce 9ge of knty-figki. If we may measure a 
iwn's years by the amount of service performed, 
then he may be reckoned, as his appearance in* 
4ieated, as a very i^ed maB.^ His funeral drew, 
legalher a wst concewise- of people, who virere 
ansioua to sea once more Ihe face of him who 
hmi often cailsod them gladness of heart* On 
the occasion, a subscription paper was circulated^ 
ffa-ougb the assembty, and three hnmfaed durfbrs 
were raised for his widow and fiKhertess children. 
This indicated that he was highly esteemed in 
the community where he had spent the most of 
his life. 

He left five sons and three daughters ; but two 
of the latter in a few years followed him, and 
soon after the third ; she went to Georgia for her 
healthy and there found her grave. The sons 
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are aitt living. Tte second 'n prafessortf^laii-- 
goages in Madison University. The youngest it' 
a Baptist minister in Creorgia, where the other 
three are engaged in mercantile business. TbeHf'" 
bonoi«d mother liVes whh ^e Profiei«6r at iiean- 
ilton, N. Y. He greatly eikteared bmself to allt 
young ministers with whom he i)ee»ne acqciliin^ 
ed, by bis affectionate and tender Ireatmeiil;; 
Their defects he would point out in a kind and 
fatherly manner. He was greatljr interested in* 
the education of young men who were iookir^^ 
towards the ministry. Madison University, m> 
HaAfHhon, N. Y., drew out all his Bympmhy, and* 
with it he almost identified Ms rappiaest and 
life. Had he known that one of bis own soiur 
would have composed a part of its effident JK>ard 
of instruction, he nnght have richly fik repiud lor 
all his eibrls. 

Though he was a self taiigfat man, a YmmaM 
CoHege compliniented him with the degree a# 
A. M^ I trust he did not sedr it, for I esteeai itf 
contrary to the iostnii^ion of CbtisI: '^Be aotr 
eaUed Rabbi." As to the difiei«Me b6lw«s»^ 
being called Rabbi aad D. D., I leav9 i<^ for thaw 
who receive and aiie ptoised With ^le title to da^ 
cMe. 

The Mmaindev of this v^Amae will oonsitt a0 
misQeilaaeEms matten 
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^ I am, and ever heti/e been, strietfy a Calvinist, 
Hot a fatatiiBt As to sect, I am a Baptist ; an^ 
Aere are three passaged of seriptore which I"^ 
Ihhik will sustain me, viz : 

i . ^^ Gq ye into all the world tad i^fea^h lh<h 
pospel to every creature* He that helieveth and- 
isbapti«edl shall besaviad; but he who believe th 
not shall be damned." . ■ ■ t 

2. '* Go and teach aR nations, baptizing them 
ih the name of the PaAer, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost'' 

.. 3. ^ Buried with Christ in baptism." 

In the course of my pi^mage, I have knowir* 
many ministers and churches set out upon the 
open communion system ; they made a profession 
of Christianity the term, and the only term, of 
Udmission into the church. They started, as 
diey supposed, under good auspices ; but their 
days have long since been numbered andHmshed.* 
People without fixed sentiments, may jumble to« 
gether with ease ; but diflerent denommations of 
men, each one being sure that., his sentiments are 
a transcript of God's holy word, cannot unite in 
one church relation. *^ How can two walk to* 
gether." says the prophet, "unless they be 
agreed ?*' Let each denomination stand on its' 
own ground, and theie cultivate a spirit and 
temper of love towards each other, and behave 
tn a dignified manner, avoiding all intrigue to 
build up themselves and supplant their brethren. 
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. For Chri^tmis. to beoome membef^ of Mwcgei 
nombinatioDS^ such as Mason^^Odd Fellows, Spiuk 
qjf Temperance, &rC., I jLhitik to be an .error oH 
great magnitude, and a violation, of Uie 4saered> 
ccriptures, which say : " He that doeth truth 
eom^th to the Kgbl, that his de^s may be made 
manifest that they are wrought in God." 

Tbe murder of Morgan wfls a great evil in- 
deed, but God overruled it for good, in that i^ 
Qfiened the eyes of many, afid led them .to see 
tfiat the Institution carried in its face the mark, of 
the beast* 

Some men are endeavoring to revive and give 
popularity to the unchristian Society. But I 
abould bfe gla4 to he^r some.map witii the pif ty 
and inspiration of Joshua jsay the s^m^e respecting 
it^ tfaAt ne. said of tb^ fallen Jericbo^ " iCursed b^ 
Ibe man before the Lord, that riseth up and build- 
eth this city, Jericho ; he shall lay the foundation, 
thereof in bis first-born^ and in his youngest spa 
shall he set up the gates of it." - 



SLAVERY. 

, This idol of our boasted land of Liberty ( ? ) is» 
ID my opinion, a violation of the nuwal law and 
the precepts of the gospel. The former requires 
a. man to '< lavo his neighbor as himself," and of 
course to carry out this holy affection in bis life. 
Is there a slaveholder on earth wiia would be a 
slave ? It is then a breach of the moral law to 



wriaNe his kilhw man. Is tiiem Oim w]io wcaiU 
be williAg that either his son or daughter should 
be redtti^ to slavery ? What right, according 
to the moral )a^, has he to easlave others ? The 
tame prineipie is a preo^t.of the go^l. " What* 
soever ye would that meo sfa^uM do unto yoiiy 
€k> ye evea the same unto them/' As tliere ia 
not a human being who would be willing thai 
hinself, or his ehild, should be brought under the 
ourse of slavery, therefore, to enslave a feUaaf 
RMW is as palpable a vielatton of the law and thn 
^pet, as mord^ is of the sixth commandment* 

It it written, ''Love worketh no ill to 1(9 
neighbor." And is there a slaveholder on earthy 
who can QQOster up a sufficient measure of auda^ 
city, to say, that to cbattdize, to inhumaoize, to 
compel a man to labor all his days, without re*" 
ward; thai to withhold useful and necessary 
kftowtedge ; to prevent a man's .reading the voI'» 
wnse of divine truth ; to separate husbands and 
wives, parents and children, brothers and sisters $ 
to sufayect virtiious, pious females to the licen* 
liousaess of vile, dastardly masters ; to give out 
bread by weight and water by ineasufe ; to be 
aoder task masters like the Israelites in Egypt, — 
what man, I say, can be so audacious and inhuf 
BMaas to. say, that to subject a man, or milliooa 
^f men to the above conditi<Hi, '' is working n9 
evil to his neighbor?" Nay, as blind and aa 
selfish as Br. Fuller appears to be, I cannot think 
that be would dare assert it. 

It is mueh to be lamented that when Cbridtiaia^ 
and even heathen nations, are awakened to the 
sin and inhumanity of skivery, tbat Dr. F. should 
exert ail his intdlectual and religious influence t0 

4* 
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perp0liiale> an iimliliAi^) wbleh has r^eelvMl lii» 
maiedictioii of heaven on its injnstiiM and cns^i* 
ty. True, the Dr. assumes to (does lie really ?) 
believe tt^t God is Weil pleased with fidavery ! 
and is only displeased wi^ the abuse of il. Hia 
seripturali heaven-born slavery, as defincfd,- eon* 
Sists in compelling a man to serve hm tvithonfr 
reward. 

This, then, is the princi[^ apdti wbicji we afe 
to act towards each other, is it? Well, then,- 
fitoll I apply it? Shall I take the Dr. and oot&* 
pel him to serve me without reward ? Ah, no ! 
' says the good Dr., justly enough ! I am a dti- 
isen of this Kepttblic, and a disciple of the Savm^l 
If I serve you, a reward will be my due, and { 
must have it ! If you need a savant, take one 
from his degraded, lieathenish eonditioiK Then 
this is where the principle applies, is jt ? A free 
Christian citizen of this Republic must take the 
poor degraded heathen and compel him to serve 
. him without reward ! Would it not be a ine 
recommend of his principles of freedom and 
Christianity, to cheat a poor heathen of the re«^ 
ward due him for his services ? Bnt, says our 
good brother Fuller, the inhabitants of Africa are 
in a much worse condition than they would be in 
the servitude for which I contend; the efaany^d 
ivould be for their good, and might result in the 
salvation of their souls. 

Then it is necessary to deprive the brethren of 
their liberty, and wrong them of the reward due 
f&r their service, in order to raise them from hea- 
thenism and save their souls, is it ? It must be 
evident that the colored race may be civilized and 
Chrbtianized without subjecting them to so much 
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mmog. -SsKdi gmerems haaxmtAiy and %bn^n>i 
leneb maf be tuf»ed . to better Biccfmnt than i4 
mah^t thorn objects q€ pity to reirariHess 8er?U 
lade. Send Aem mtanoDtfrieg. Let one-feurfli 
$he amoiiiit expended to support alaveiy, be ap«> 
propriated for this purpose^ and the odmppissien* 
11^ leelmgs ot the beart wmrfd aot be exerdsed 
in vaiii. This would certainly more finrcNraMf 
leeMmmend Christiantty than defifaudii^ them ot 
ifae jtnt reward of their service. 

Skit it is said that the unraisonaUeness of it iii 
«ot the thing, but that its scrtpturar authority is 
what is contended for ? Let us look for that, 
then. But let me premises how does it happen 
that you ave a citiaeR of ihb Repidbfie, and advo* 
cate the principles of liberty ? Why do yeu not 
advocate the monarchical gov^n'ment of the good 
M Bible times ? 

Very true, in answer to your question, in an- 
4Sient limes Qod gave orders for the appointment 
•of a king, and g^rve such instrac^ns as were 
4ieeessary to regulate tte conduct of the people 
•towards the kingly office. But it wa^not de- 
signed to be perpetual ; though there is nothing 
said in scripture of its abrogation, yet monarcht* 
eal government was only permitted, and the prin- 
ciples of Republicanism, (be careful not to give 
the cause of liberty too much ground !) were ob- 
viously designed for human governments ; hence 
I advocate uiem. 

I liave no objections to your views on this 
point, but let us apjpij your reasoning to your 
scriptuml authority for slavery* Immediately af- 
ter the flood, it was said of the descendants of 
Ham, '< Cursed be CSuiaiin s B^amnoi of servaitts 
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other poal6o&»ef the dtfiiie omdee, weshd) fittd 
llie t0cmA ot instradkiiMi^ bf wbidk :lbe<'trafl[k ia 
ilEverjr, and tlieiiKmdoel'<€ iBial6i«loiMuris:ttonk^ 
vteretot be r^idsled; fapl even there, we ceo 
jfad lUDi&iog rettdem^ it p€#peteai» And if wi 
look BiS fonher, ^e sheA find eerii^re wbieb art 
defenUe sod impilBaable Knilt to flbv^ ; end if 
carried out, would wbidfy pat tin end lo llie ^fi» 
iem m kaamn sooistj^ hi tbe y^r ^ inkSlsse, 
m\\ w&t^ required to give liberty lb their servaoli 
er shues ; they weie eommftaded lo ^^ Bteek 
^very yokev and let the eppiiessdd go fiietti'' 
Wlien this 19 done, what poasiUe chance \» thaie^ 
if the feefifigs of bmnnnity are carried ont^ eyer 
'to Tenew the syatei» ? Who that toves his^ netghr 
bor as himself, can compel his neighbor to sertre 
Um widiont rewwd ? It is said 'thai tbeve id no 
censure cast upon sluvery in the New Teatameat* 
r answer, iiietm is, in the oleRresil, atroi^fest \w^ 
gtiafd possible : '^ WhatsoeYer ye wodd that mea 
ahoukt <k> unto you, do ye eiren the sanoie naU» 
them/- 

The prohibition of davcrry in direct, porifive 
terms, could not be mom forciUe thim thta. 
American shsvery is a vidatiiao> therefore, of the 
laws of hutmntty and of 6od, and ought, in the 
soonest, best manner posiiiUe, be dmie away. 
But while there are thousands who feel thesol^nn 
force of the divine mandme-, <' Break eyery yoke, 
and let the ojs^essed go free," and are striving 
by their money, eShrin and pfrayers, to accom- 
plish the giortoos object. Dr. F^ is liiiing tbe yoke 
wcih irott) dm il may defi^iamB*it flfibri to bneak 



it! ii'fleenw to me lluit'Dr. Wsylaod, in bk!i^ 
tnissba wkh Dr. F., praiaffid fads p^y t^o&^iamM 
Whea we are labcNring to recover a. biptter tima 
the error of his ways, it is no time to puff him up 
with his extraordinary piety* I know of no good 
reason why those who enslave and traffic in the 
bodies and souls of mcn» siiould be caressed and 
cheered by the right hand of fellowship, any more 
readily linta if they openly. piaaUtied any other 
Ml agsBoat God. Some think slavery mos^ be 
Miobcd veqr tenderly, so as nol to offend its 
4iQlarte8 ; but it must be so handled, that, ultimate^ 
iy ils heart's blood sbaU be poured out as. a Kba;^ 
lion to the cause of emancipation. 
. This nation is now deeply scnnrged by thA 
faind of God, and 1 fear tlmt heavier judgmenls 
wiB faU upon it ere long, on account ol its violas 
tion of the. pufe princtples of morality* GNir gQVp> 
enuneot, whose public documents declare, in 
thunder tones, with the view to affect the world, 
that, '' All nam are created free and equal, an4 
that they 'poasesi certain indienable rights^ such 
as life, hberty^ and the pursuit of happiness," is 
giving irrefragible proof of a determination to 
render slavery as laatiog as the sun and moon. 

As a proof of this, I call up the annexation 
of Teaas, and the bloody, unrighteous war ooir 
ra^g in Mexico ; bcNih are most surely the fo» 
gilimate offspring of slave policy. But there is 
one source of comfort. God iaable in his in- 
scrutable wisdom^ so lo control tlte methods 
taken to increase, and perpetuate slavery, that 
ihey will be the certain means of its downfall, and 
of the introduction of a glorious jubilee to mill- 
ions, whose Gties Mve gftun up to heaven on an- 
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lmv^4mte eli he reqaties of its^ we eominit the 
whole matter. 
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MINISTERIAL CHANGES. 

If it were true of me thst I had inereatted in 

msdom as days have mukif^ed lipon me, I shooU 

doubllesa be nkkd to tender some advice to tbe 

beloved denomiBftticm lo whieh I, al leisBt nmn^ 

imlly , bdong. But it is a paii^l truth, ttwt ^ya 

do uot teach wisdom to all ; indeed, they do te 

tmt few» Should I say that my wisdom tdliea 

mtfa my days, my conscience woukl cry. out of 

wrong. But still I must beg indulgence. The 

prophet Isaiah, in speaking ot tbedhoveh, says^ 

*' As a man marrieth a virgin, so riiail thy mm 

marry thee^" And " Thane eyes shall Bee thy 

teacher/' By these passages, the rektion be- 

«l«een pastor and churdi is represented by the 

-marriage relation. But in years past, the u^ioa 

of pastor and church is m> short that it hardly re* 

muncrates for the trouble and expense of ite 

ymartiage. In many instances, the minister's 

<lemi of service is so iitnited that he atid the 

•church scarcely become aequainled before a di» 

-vorce puts a period to the relation, by which boUi 

-afe injared. By frequent r^novals a mimster's 

mind and time are engaged, to a groat extent, in 

things foieign to his office; herein he is a great 

•loser ; his life is shi^, his work arduous, and he 

hnfl ntt time to thiow away. Bemdes, by fre<|ueiit 

\ mintstefS' ariU beocnae hke Kmraoh's 
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hf^n ki&BiUB it related to bis miftd. 17 aft»p 
pivacbing to mie eburch a few years, be becomes 
pastor of anotber, be will be very likdy to feed 
w new charge witb the same milk be dealt out 
to bis preening flock* Let him pursue this 
course, and be will wear life away and ^e a 
dwarf, not having been studious or prayerful, thi^ 
ike Blight descend deeper and deeper into the 
gfteat and gbrious doctrines of grace. ^ I think it 
woidd be a go€Ml thbg for him when entering 
upon a new charge, to resign all bis oki notes to 
tbe deacon, for safe keeping until bis term of s^-^ 
vipG witb tbem comes to a close ; or according Hd 
Professor Smith, burn them up. 

It is altogether best for him to come bdore the 
people with a sermon new to himself, he will en^ 
joy it best; and will deliver it witb a greater 
Ineasure of enei^y. If be depends on bw old 
IfmnoQS, and neglects study, effort and prayer, in 
prospect of entering the desk, he wiH assuredly 
isiH asleep-— be will not interest his bearers, and 
they will deep witb htm. It will be like people, 
Kke priest. 

And he does still worse who is always pushing 
upon tbe same theme, be it ever so good. Tbk 
be must and will do unless he is an industrious, 
studious man. In order to succeed well, tbe pa9- 
U>r of a church must bring out of tbe* treasury, 
things new, as well as old ; be must perceive the 
excellence of the truth, and realize its saving 
power upon bis own soul. 

A church which is frequently changing its 
inig|g|gf§ will acquire a bad taste ; become cap* 
tious and diflfcult; yea, tiiey will become so 
crili^ end nice in their taste, that the Lor4 
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hmmWcoiM seavedly fix a itan to Am kkmg; 

If deflftilQte diiiroh^s wm sioire ifttoiH uponcJ^ 
timing a pjreacW of phasing tBaoMia, eloqueai 
address, amd high litetary attakmieala^ ralhar thai! 
a man sound m dodr iae, and of deep ^eiy , giieal?^ 
Ijr spurilual in 1m life aDd eoaversalioft, they mm^ 
moi expect a blessii^, but the feverse. 

The gospel oiinisS'y is an in^itutiQl& tao sacr^ 
lo he sutiject lo airy foiicy, c<irmpt taste, and U|, 
bumcv; A oian exti?emely baogry and thin^ 
will not he festidioasly nice «especUng the vessel 
in whieb the needed blessings are preseDtedi 
Neither will oburcfaeSy while buogerk^ and thif^ 
ing for the grace of God, and living by lailh hi 
his Ss^s be <Uap(»5ed to treat contemfknonaly a 
ministor who grn^ evidence of piety, and a ei^ 
to preach the word, idihough he may be wantm4 
in8oii;»,<>f thdse qualities which, embellisb ana 
set a man c^ to the view of those who do ^¥iH 
consider that God looketh on ^be heaft. A 
church which has a minister whose talents cotn^ 
up to mediocrity, and is studious, correct in doe^^ 
trine, and pious in conversation, ought |o becoli* 
toriled and thankfuL And a minister who specn- 
lates in bis- talents, setting himself up for the bight 
est l»ddef , bad infinitely better be speduating tJl 
western land, and this he will discover sooner or 
later, to his sorrow. To an aposlte,4he indiea^ 
tions of providence wete «lear, in favot of his 
going to Macedonia to preaeh the gospel. And 
at this day, he that prayerfully IooIls to God, and 
wisely regards the leadings of his providence, 
lespecting the tiieatre of his labors, acts the mbst 
consistent part And when he is settled with a 
churchy wlv> love, respeet and tieat hm kindly) 



lit him be e^ie«p of. loa^Bg^ l^i^ dear fladc^ im 
fnvor of «n0tber which iiHgbt perhaps .give. him a 
kw quarts noQr^ of ipil)<^ or b^tpw upon him % 
heavief . ^^eee. % 

. > X^et. a miaisif r mo^ a £^ w Umes in qi|iqk siiC'^ 
fi|lsi<His aiid be will be sdiiom of more ^han b^lf 
^ miajulerial Qo|i8(sqiieQ(^. If a 9plsi|did look-^ 
ipi^ horse sbooM pasa frocoi hand to haiK), pbser* 
xiog men would say there was doubtki^ $om& 
Ipidde^ defect ia hiai:. It would be tlie sama 
with a minister. Men of rare exi^Uenee are not 
Uk^f to become wcMdderi^ stars. Witness Still- 
q(iaii, Baldwin, Backu9» Sr^iith of Haverhill, Siea^ 
ipaos, Inland, Fm-nham, ai^ Stoiigbtoii. Bnt I. 
may be adied, what shall the minister do, who 
bas within a short time been repudiated by several 
fhi^ches? He had better begin to su^peet sopsi» 
defect 'm .his chacac^r, or thi^ ho must eontisiao 
to enlaiige his' pond a little. It is not contended 
that the same mioistc£. and. church should in all 
eases continue together during life ; but that there 
ought to be good reanons for then* forming a 
connection, and equally good reasons for parting 
tmioder. 

It is a<^oowIe48ed by tb^ judicious, that tho 
frequesit r^movab of pastors ia a lamentable eyik 
And I suspect one great cause is the want of spir- 
ituality of mind, in botii miui^tfrs and charehes> 
The latter look with the eye of ae eagle after a 
fureacber who will answer their worldly, popujas 
views and feeKogs ; one who baa the kpiack of 
^leasinff all the people^ a kind of tact to which 
Iheir Master was a stranger*. It ia to be feare4 
that' they do not pray fpr a mw after. the Savior'e 
own imi^, wim vvonid lifi. i»p bis vince. like a 
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#ilhout th€ camp tq bear the r^noaeh of -ChrUt.' 
And it k t(y be feared that mmi^ters ate too ftb** 
quently inflaenced by worldly motives; th^tth^ 
IJiitik too much of an earthly, and by ftir too liflle 
of an eternal reward; Perhaps they are desfrotir 
to settle in a pleasant place, and ^here they can^ 
Kve at ease, in splendor, rariier tfian seek tk^ 
place #here they are most- needed, atid- eUfi sow 
the seed of the word with tfie faivest prospect oli 
an abondant harvest. ' 

A union of pastor and church formed apoa^ 
such motives, is not of the right character, aod< 
conflicting interests would be likely to resulting 
a dfvotce. ** 

Remeitibering that di^th will soon palsy hfi^ 
hftM, the writer is strongly inetiBed to present to* 
his brethren a few words upon another t^ie. ' 



THE MISSIONARY ENTERFRISE. • 

This cause has already effected a inesMre^li 
blessedness upon which, doubd^ the angels look 
with delight, and which the devetopmeifte of eter*^' 
nity will show to be pleasing to him who camO 
into this world on a mkston of itiercy. 

This holy^ enterprise commenced with those 
who had caught a measure of that spirit of lovai 
whbh drew the SafiOr from heairen to earth wi^ 
the cross in full vi^ ; and by such men it musf 
be carried forward , or fall. The m^ of this world 
whose hands are fiUed #ith sUfer and gold, being 
Mind to heavenly Wealihi are noldiBposed to* tn« 



nesl mM^y* ^ xht tteasory of the loHt. l^hey 
devote their all to secure and promote objeets as^ 
iinpotent to promote bappioeM as the worship of 
an Mol is to sanctiff the heart. The cause of 
mhteiiotts is a most gloridU!» enterprife> laid yet 
#liat a holding back by those who profess to bve> 
tbe Savior, and etpeet to swiitf etemafly in an' 
deean of lo^e and mercy. Men of masteriy:, 
miiids, and hearts glowing with piety, often come' 
tt> US with the most sc4emn appeab, and soul-s^* 
ring arguments to wake us up to action in thid= 
heaven-bom cause. We throw off a nnall part- 
of eur dleadly slumbers ; we 46 « little, and but a' 
HtU^, and then a woildty spiivt comes over us- 
again; and as Judaff thought the ointment lost/ 
Itot nms poured oii the Savior's head, so we seem 
to thfaik that b tost which is given to invpart the 
light of heaven to those who iMt in the re^on and 
mdow of death* Will liot the many thousands 
in this land of Kght^ who have drank of the water^ 
<tf life, try to roll the stone from the iHouAi c^ the 
well, that others may drink and five ? 

I consid^ the bible and the missionary cause 
to be intimately connected. The missionary with- 
out the word of God, would be like a physician 
without medicines ; and the scriptures without a 
living teacher, would be like medicines without a 
skilful hmid to administer them. This cause, in 
point of utility and moral grandeur, rises high 
above all caaBeg which enlist the sympalbies of 
SRen on eartfi. The soul is exceedingty preiaooa 
beyond human comprehension ; and yet it beanr- 
the image of Satan, with whom it is in damnable 
cflMty, and therefore is in danger of being end^ 
kmHy wsetoiiMl« 



The gcppel is lfa» mly .«y9t€iii thit Ma >i^Mi^ 
laate and purify tbe heart ; elevate the «ool to 
God^ and prance a maa to serve bm befe* aad^ 
^joy bis siBiles atemally in beaven. But lhis» 
the gospel can do ; yea, it has dooe it tiaies ia^ : 
oumemble, and it has, lost nothing of its savis^- 
pawer, for like its gloiioiis author, it is thesaip^l' 
jFesterday, to-day and fq^ever. Thai people afo^ 
proooiHKsed blessed^ who know its joyful sQiiiid> . 
a joyful soyiid indeed, for it proclaioos libeHy.tft? 
tilie captive, and opening the prison to those whO' 
are bounds Those who have been healed by the. 
behn of gilead, adminislered by the great physi- 
cian, I am sure cannot be indifferent to Uie causai^ 
qf missiona, for where the healiog po^or of tho. 
gospel is realized^ it always pfodueeSiCompiMwianf 
benevoleeee an^ love ; therefore its subjects will 
^1 an ardent d(»ire that others mi^ richly share, 
in its transfoTRiiag and saving power, £very 
Christian oiight to be the most anxioi» beii^ to-, 
be found, kt that day when God sball nsake up 
his jewels, among thpse who have i»ade efforts Iq» 
make known the savcMr of the knowled^ of Chnst 
in ev^ry place. 



ADDRESS TO TH& YOUNG, 

; A aimef e soUcitiide for tbe best interest of the- 
Qfiwig genenrtion, iospkes me to prese&t to tbeaei 
a ab^t addreas* 

, My dear fellow asortsls : yon Hve in an age of 
tbe worlds and in a pact bf it where the hnman 
mind is not shackled by superstitioii^«fid the d^-. 



nmrofc^tni^ld, Mtigs and pepes, in t^tUg^r^^ 
lifig to doty, lo eonscienoe, and to Gdd. ¥m 
midi a state of things we ought to be truly thank- 

'^md, but, nevertfadess, like other good things, it is 
not without its dangers. While in nations vastfy 

'less favored, nien are the vassals and slaves of 
kii^ and proud self-exalted ecciesiasties or re^ 
ligionists, and the most degrading superstilidn by 
them patronized and cherished, you are exposed 
lb the evil of launching off into the regitHi ^ sk^p- 
^kmand infidelity. And yet there is nothing 

' more unreasonable. Would you despise the heav- 
venly refigton of the Redeemer because yoo 
breathe the air of freedom, and have the privilege 

'Of selecting yotir own creed ; and df choosing 
your own patb to heaven, in the absence of an 
terthly powelr to dragoon you into afliance with 
any religious creed ? Because there ore none to 
dia$tise you with scorpions to compel you to waHc 

• in the patb to heaven which they have laid out, 
will you choose the road to destruction? Far 
less criminal will he be, who from tile rocking cra- 
dle has been shrouded in the most debasing su- 
perstition and dictation of dark minded, cruel 
men ; who walks in a path trodden only by un- 
hallowed feet ; than he who Kves in a part of the 
world where the clearest light shines, showing the 
only way to heaven. You have presented to you 
the only true fdigion on earth ; you are uiged to 
embmce if, by arguments impressively weighty, 
drawn from time and etemHjr. Thefe are none 
here to mould and fashion a religi^Hi for your ac- 

. eeptance, and then impose it vpon you by flattery, 
or by threats. 

Be assured my young fr iends^^ that 4Satan infi- 
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jdtilF l«lfs XfhmliM begatse 'i»il» vpmppp 
•#&d triiuxi|)b, it bc^ ipaally foj^eid hiiB^ami nra^e 
the itiost pofteotiQ^s krwds upon his kiogdotti. 
Hifi baud w&s^ciiye in brkig^ idoalh ii^O tb» 
worlds and by dyiog, and riswg^ kom tbe dwEk 
the Son of God Jias destroyed hm that bad ibid 
. i»pwer of death, and abolished death aad br^mght 
life and mmort^Hiy to light* 

Xiet me here say to you that SalM^ with a vififr 
tA your f uia and the dishonor of Christ, will eat- 
ploy every art to lead you to discredit Christiaoi* 
ty ; and thus secure your persona] iiopieiy and tim 
Joss of your souls* As Christianity is the onlf 
MTstem that oan renovate buoian mature, diskx^ 
Satan froia the sopl of lost rnaH) restoi^e to him 
the divi^im^e, Unite him to the kiagdoQi ^i 
ttgbt and bve and pcepace him for eternal bksned* 
ness-f it is to be expected tlmt be who *^ ^oetb 
about aa a roarii^Iion, seeUag whw) be may da* 
vour" wiUexert all his influeiiee to -prejudioe mii|i 
against it. Therefore) the apostolic axhorlatioaa 
cannot sink too deep^ into eur hearts* '^ Resilt 
.the devil, and he will flee from you." An4» 
: " Give no fi»ce to the devil." 

Be en treated, n^ yo«uig friends, nef^ to en- 
tertain scmptes lespeoling the divine insfmitiaii 
•of the Christian system. It has outlived millions 
of its most subtle ienemies, ai^d it will live, multi- 
ply and iiH^rease in the transformation of bumaii 
^^haracter, and in sanotifying the.diurch, and in 
converting the moml wildemess of thif world inio 
a aplendid cultivated field, brtmgkig forth the fruits 
c^ r^fateouaneas to the glory and {praise of God* 

And when I plead with you not to rejeet Chris- 
tiaiij^y eptiietyi I wojuld likeiviae. suggest to yoa 



.of the flQGi^d yiord because it i^rgclaimfi your m^* 
jEiiliiess 8n4 danger* Mea in every |ige have 
^BtroiRe hard to amke it appear tliat a sinful life 
floea BQt prepare the w|iy for an awful reckoaUig, 
whea God sliall bring every work into judgment ; 
.'infine^ihey are fond lo believe that in a sinful 
■ life there is no dan^ger. But an apostle saysr-r- 
. V. Be not deceived, God is not mocked ; for what* 
mf^er a man sonweth, thiit shall he also reap." 

This short ded^tion. anpihiiates every a^gti- 
. ^96111 employed to prove thai a wicked Ufe will 
, DOt end disastrously. Vain effort indeed. Men 
.and docUines which wouM lead you to feel s^- 
. cure in a state of alienation from God, you nuqr 
jually view as siiares. set for your feet There 
ware falfie prophets amoag the true prophets of 
the Lord, and the formter said to the wicked that 
obey should have jieace; and th@ latter said that 
it would sorely go ill with them. This was tlie 
..principle in wb^h they differed ; and this is a 
leading feature in whioh ministers differ at the 
. .present time. The preaching of one class accords 
with depraved human oatute, and the other eji^- 
horts the wicked to flee from the wrath to oome» 
All good mimsters witb eftmestness enforoe thifi 
doctrine of the Savior, ^' I tdl you nay » but ex- 
cept ye repent, ye shall all lik^ise perish." Suf- 
fer me to remind you of the preciousness of time ; 
its value can hardly be computed. The Savior 
said, *' I must work while it is day, the night com- 
eth when no man ean virork." He had no tnoe 
to lose, and the sansia is tcue of ua all. 

And yet how many golden hours are wasted 
in idle|ies8> or in porsMks which dnhnspor. God» 
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'imd teat Ae sdof Upltlk gaiH. We WoMiiMiif. 
ed to *^ redeem lAm time beeause the days atb 
eva." This holy eommand u never oi>eyed bjr 
'engaging in scenes of mirth arid folly, to which 
)>erson€{ in the morning of fife tire much disposed. 
Time is as precbiis to the young as to the aged, 
and ite continuance to them is equally as uncer- 
tain. Upon the dying-bed, how miray hare been 
slung to the heart by reflecting upon their mis- 
spent hours* They had been at the card tabM, 
at the horse race, at the wrestling match, in the 
' plky room, when they ought to have t>een prose- 
outing some useful bosiness^, or in pious devolii^ 
to Ood. You ought to remember that every 
hour of your life takes strong hold opoii eternity, 
and this should be most- seriously considered, is 
your predous hours und days are fast makii% 
their report of you in the ear of eternity.^ Let 
me say that you will doubtless in all futurtfy look 
upon the morning of life, as the most important 
part of your history. Youth seems to hold the 
same relation t5 old age and death, that spring 
does to harvest and dreary winter, wtien the fiatde 
of the earth and the waters are bound in iify 
chains. 
^ At this time, good or bad habits are fiststened 
upon us for life ; the mind must be stored with 
knowledge; otherwise ignorance, the blast of 
happiness, will reign through life. Above all, in 
the days of youth, the heart and affectbns shouM 
be given to Christ, the Son of GAd, and Savior 
of the wretched and k»st. It is an afieeCinf eon- 
sideration, that but very few who pass througii 
youth and middle life, in an impenitent state, ev- 
^ er give evidence of a gracious change in subse* 
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Q^xe in the grave. ' 

. L^ me enteeat yM, my ywmg SaendB, never 
to waste yoar tioie in a hall-room, nor at l^efttretf; 
for I can aspire you that bath saaoolh the vmy to 
"Qtter darkness, where there is' wB^ing and gha£^ 
mg of teeth. Here let me itttrodnce two passag- 
m of scraptore : — *^ Resieadber now thy CrealKxr, 
in the days of thy yoatb." ^< Exhort yoang mM 
lio be sober randed J* A coaipHance with these 
fioiesin reottbitions wvmld lead the yooi^ as fe? 
from the above amnsaaients, as the prayer roi(»n 
imd. serio^ tboi^bls coneernmg ji^gtnent and 
death odidd plaeetbem. Revelry and bilaitty; 
(HEBd the agonies of a dying bed, the shrond, t^ 
eoffin aod tlie grave, look upon each other with 
no qrinpathy, but with an awfnl frown. When 
you are invited and tempcod to participate in the 
above scenes, say with the pious and youthful Je:^ 
mphf — ^'How oan Icomant this great evil, and 
«n against God?'' And firke mm, flee from 
temptation ; keep a dear conscience, aiid seoiie 
the fovorof God; ami so with yoB,^^ wilbiie 
vsefol in life, and ^< die the -death of iim r^iHeoiM, 
end year last end be like fai?.'^ A prc^fot sad^ 
<^ Thus sai th the Lord, consider your v^fB.^ And 
i |»&y you to constder that the sihM^ pieaseii^ of 
life wiU prove bilierMSB in the latter eii^ . There* 
fore, like Moses, prelnr^^ soflfering whfa the peo^ 
l4e of God lor a season, rather than enjoy the 
pleasures of m" and so p\mite at hfiaiatd yonir 
highest iaieresl. 

I would earnestly adhriseall Biy jGOBthfel friendt 
to read attet^vely the life aad iteatfa of the Shtv^ 
ior of the worid,' and tfaft^MM^ of life and the 

6 
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Miiifiees ivUeb lie f«d wtro RqvUbe, H 
jav up treasure in heaveo, and be ixMy BfknmfU 
migid ai fab in iIm pieaenae of tbe bdy anglais. 
A yomig nMB owa wiihitd uioiher ^* A atari lUe 
•ad a tneoy dMaaaliee.'^ A dreadttd wiak^ ttirijr. 
Bill to Bamie a paraon Ibat he can line a pinyei^ 
laaa, tboi^deiMiifinry Kle, deaybg ChrisI bafom 
pee, and be certaoi of eojoytng a mbar faeavee^ 
■rwild not be mnoh less alinMrd. My dear £BUo«r 
■ertnln, ii jrea «fvec gua the beave^y priae, yott 
wnui rfennra tbe planaatau of na; you bmmI 
hear the eroai of Ghnst, aad £ar fan forsake Mh^ 
er, malher, biother, soler, aad yoer iiia, and %ht 
the good %ht of fattfa ; raa and 8trilve.lo ob^mi 
Ibe saoied booo of oTarlasting life. Thus I lean 
tmn tfiQ ward of God. If yea and I kok these 
peooUaritieSy ate sbaH never mtdown iabaavea 
.wilh thoeewiio feHoafedlbe Lamb whither be 
apent* 

Furlbecaawe, yeu cuaot be 4eo strongly guard* 
ed agaiaat bung poisoned by antltchristian booka^ 
An apostle saki, <* Ifeny ftlse prophets havefaoe 
oat inio the world ; ^ and I presume the number 
of dflnoralixing books exceeds tbem. Satan is 
not confined te^ one.method of promothig a eiofid 
osttae, bat they we nonaeroas ; knd of those, the 
wress is not iIm least. Thoasands hate been nus* 
lad by its erroneous pradaalioB«» both in pohtics 
aad region. Wbbh nnadbers the most presses 
oahis sale, Christ or the devil, i atti not able to 
toil, but I think the kttor ooMld daim the kigesl 
portion of them. Glorious are the resnlts of a 
fine press; bat yet not piUKly aach, tot by this 
owans the eoaaiy aoatleis broad^east much bad 
aaad* m^mmt immiHn 4M>i»in^MinBtiiiaff awt c o"'*'^wd 



hi the inqet beautiM and iincsiiMilaq^ Itognagii 
it is Vkt ft poison gilded pHl of daidly qoalitf* 
YouGVgkt to be qcnteias caiitioaB of had boi^ 
as of bad eonapftny, le^ your feet should be em 
tengiediQ the net of erroF>afui so held eleiaal^ 
from walking in. the testimoaiss of the Lord. 
. Let me entreat you to csMisider the goodaeai 
9f: God kk bringing within fmut reach a host of 

Kid books, suited to your age and eapsHsities, aM 
di^ to lead you into the path winch the Sa«^ 
•or trod, which most sarely leads to heavao* Tba 
fmmdB of* Chfist take a deep interest iff your nl^ 
«ttlie»; they aidently desire that you sobj hi 
toeaad aosong hia lambs in the day when he wiM 
aottke np his jeii^. Atid Aey are se&siUe thai 
in csder to walk in the path of life, you will ha«a 
to <$ontend, net only with the wicked,, deoeidnl 
heart, 'but sJso witb bad examfde^ bad preaching, 
bad reading, and apostate sfnr its. 

They leaHze that there is a flood of ioAiience^ 
aanoothiag beftwe yon the path that leads to a hap«> 
tes state ; lbere£a«e, they utter from the fNcesa and 
lyUierwise, the- voice of alarm to those whom they 
consider in imnainoat danger. Persons in thio 
morning of life are much inclined to levity and 
sinful pleasure. And this inclination, with many, 
ends not with their youth; but they are light 
hearted and merry when their sun has passed its 
meridian. There can be no good reason assigned 
why the aged ought to be consistent, sober, and 
pcayerfai, vrtiieh does not appfy with eqinri force 
to the young. They are fiillen creatures, exposed 
to the ills of life, the pains of Me, and to the loss 
of the soul forever. The caHs to early piety am 
arniaerous and we^hty. The word et Gbd ror 
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qainm it; tiie protrideiioes tsi God iqge it; th^ 
<knger6 attending a wicked life pi^ess opon th6 
4uty. The danger lies in an increase of imfietf 
moA hardness of heart, and of b^g called sad* 
d^y to give «n aceonii^ of the deeda done ia 
the body. We read: **And I say unto yoo 
wMi wateh ; for in sttcfa an hour as ye think not, 
the son of mast conseth." And inoreover, Ihoae 
who give their hearts to the Lord in the early patt 
of their existence, prepare the way for a peaceful 
old age, if the providence of God alloviw them to 
namter imny days. They will enjoy the ctoer*- 
ing r^ectioB that they have not given their yoolk 
ami matoier days to the service of sin and Satan, 
in which case they woald be faavrassed with the 
Miought'thot God will not acoept of the dregs of 
life, because in brighter days lie said, ^'Depart 
from me, I denro not the kno^vJec%eof thy ways.'' 
And besides, what to an aged persim can bemtsm 
cheering than the reflation that he has set a pious 
example befiore his feUow m^i, front the eradle l« 
the cdfin ; that in the protrac^ied path of life he 
has sown good seed, the fruit of which will noi 
give him anguish, but joy in the hour of death 
and judgment. 



TO THE AGED. 

Before I lay down my pen, I would say a few 
things to the aged. Dear brethren and sist^v:— * 
Our lengthened shadows indicate the near ap- 
proach of death, when no man dm wvnrk. Let 
us remember tint during oar peotriNsted lives wo 



iiftve>4BUr tmymt agents aeommtable to Gik), been 
forming a character for an eternal et&te of* exist* 
enoe ; yea, evety day and hour, we have, under 
the eye of God, been the subjects of exercises 
and volitions, pioiis &t impious, and which shoaki 
to Bs be a matter of moiK serious consideratioiii 
We ha^'from the eradle Ikred under a dispensa-^ 
tise of mercy; the Mnes have fallen to us in si 
pleasant pkce ; we have been' blest with pious 
monitors and teachei^, who have deeply interest-^ 
ed themselves in our present and eternal hap}n«« 
wsss. We have been lectured upon theo^s infi^ 
Hitely importanly not only by Moses and the 
prophets, but by Christ and the Apostles; andit^ 
t^ truly^ affecting to think of the number of Sab* 
battiB whidi we have enjoyed. Seventy yearn 
would give us three thousand six hundred and for^ 
ty of those precious days given fen* scriptural im* 
trovement^ and to help us on to that eternal Sab> 
iHith whidi remains ior the people^if God* It i» 
m&w certain that our years and Sabbaths and gos- 
pel privileges ar&prmcipalfy behind us; as oar 
femaining time must be short indeed. And tfaere^ 
fire we ought most sericmidy to inquire bow the 
ease stands with us; whether we have- given our 
hearts to Christ, the only Savior, and rest wholly 
tfpoil his merits to justify m before God, and save- 
OS from the wrath to cooae. How unwise we are 
if we have lived three score and ten years, to 
forget that we were born to die. It was our soU 
emn doty to hav« sought first the kingdom of 
God and his righteousness ; and if we have neg- 
lected the great salvaticm to this late hour, bow 
affecting is our situation ! It is more than proba- 
ble that the cbarapter whidi we now possess will 
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iiilMVef ta \iB like tbe lepr^y ?of <jrelMn9 ualil <mi# 
ma aito to nte t»> flior9« 

' But yot, bleiKd b^ God, Ibare tm a few scfip^ 
Hifes vriiicli nmy » if rigbtly reodivod, >ave w aj^ 
iitiner from doqwin '< Witfe him that k joiMi 
to all the livtog thara is hope^ for a living. d^ ia 
baltar than a dead hoa/' And wt read tlwl thoM 
that eDlei«d the '^ vioeyard at the elevaatb haMt 
leceived every man a paany." We read abcv-^ 
" Ha that cometh tmlo me, I will in no vfim eui 
out.'' These are precaous words to the 4ged# 
who oag^t to be dee^y afiected with their preea* 
lioas itandingy and strito to -enter at the ttraig^ 
gale* An aged sinner^ on a nek and ^yiag bed/ 
oQce said that ^^ ha was viery wretched in view oi 
aeveaty yearn misspent, and milliaiis ia aati^pa^: 
tion, not to be enduiled.'' For a maial i^MI ta 
dose a protmcted life in eainhy to God, is oveiy 
whdming indeed ; and sboiM lead lo the earaasfe 
ary, ''Lord, save, or I p^ishv" A maft who hatf 
lived an idle, dissipated life anlil he is bendiag 
over the grave blasted with poverty, eould not bf 
any possibility repair to himsdif and family tba 
waste aad wretchedness of gonehby yeara« Bat 
the aged sinner who returns to God and embraoea 
the Savior, is sure of the pardon of all bis sitt%. 
and a gracioas acceptance of his heavenly Father. 
It is neither the ninnber nor the magnititfie of oor 
aias whteh will shut 09 oat of heaven *, but iha 
utter refusal of the great salvation. If, with our 
grey hairs, we retam to God, we abaH most cer- 
tainly be reckoned among those ''who having 
much forgiven, shall love mndi,'' aad admire the 
grace which pardoae the sins of a protracted life, 
Nothing is more i^acioaa than pnibationary lim0» 
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faaoced to thms who imfe Idken thmc le^kve of 
aevdiitir yevS) «ad m<Mst of ooqise 00011 ealev 
iipoB timt nighl in Hfhieh no mm can woi^. fie» 
yond Ibis world diere 19 no pfofaation ; '^ Itore ill 
so device nor vmrk in the gmve WiAiker Any 8i# 
tmateoisi^." 
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CONCLUSION* 

I wouU here inforni the leader that when 1 
was first Rieriied I lived in Fairleo^ yermofil, sear 
the norti^n line oC Tbetford, U Was distiiiit 
fiom any plaoe of Woishipy and the people were 
wery immoral atid irreBgiooB, tdoiosl tea tnaa. 
The SabbftUi was toisdly disre^Krded. Huntii^i 
fishing, and visiling were as csooamm as thd letum 
IkT the day, and tbeve was aone to raise his voice 
S(gainst such wide^][»'e&d taiquity* At l^gth • 
man by the name of Lawienee oM»e iaIo the 
place, who, with his wife, was 9wy pioos* lake 
Zacbariah and Elieabe^h, tbey walked iii all the 
commaodsseiitsand ordiaancesof the Lord^ Uatner 
less. Tbey were Baptists. She was sister tm 
Holden, the g^eoi tnoskiM tn CharIeaio#a, jtfass* 
Lawrence was grieved al Ihe state of things, an4 
his spirit was stioed wicMi httn. Tbererare, h^ 
took pains to bring in elders lo preach Ctmif 
unto the people* fiibbanl, of whom I havespo** 
ken, was tiie prindpal laUlt^, end the most sue^ 
oessfcil. Soon the Aioe of tbiogs was cbanged« 
The cry, << Wlml iluist I do to be s&ved,'' waH 
beerd, and nombm ftdkmsi fatt ttt Chrisfe 
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l*he Pbilisttaes, I pies&iiie, were not tnoice offend^ 
ed at Sampson for l»iriiifig t&otr fl^ffiftcting ^om, 
than were the people of the phee with Lawr^ieei 
the deacon, for mtrodvcing a work am<mg them 
wUob was ho^tie to their carnal repose. Th^ 
viewed him as the troubler of the peopte, not of 
Israel, certainly. I heard an aged man say that 
he wished the deacon was in hell, and his tanne- 
ry also. 

Baptizing commenced. Of those who assem- 
bled to witness the novel scene, some were seri- 
ous and anxioos, others were Hgbt and vain. 
S^liere was not wanting angry despisers. But the 
bmnbie said this is truly apostolic. Gk^y to God. 
'Fbe people met to worship God, not onty on the 
Sabbath, bnt alio on otiier days« Tb» was 
thought higltly reprehenmUe. 'The language of 
Pharaoh was resto^d : *' ¥e ai^idie, ye are idle.'* 
While opposars cursed, Lawrence prayed^ And 
with bis bow and crown the Oaptain of Salvation 
rode on, conquertng his enemies, while the hearta 
of his saints were made glad. Great exposition 
was made to imniermon, whidi was not tmfrequent 
at that time. A young convert s^t to the min- 
ister to come and lead her into the water on pro** 
fession of faith. Her bnsband was stung to the 
heart, and said if she catight cold and was sick, 
•he shouM pay her doctor, for he would not. 
9ai she stood as firm as a rock, adhering to her 
purpose, trusting in the Savior to carry her 
through. After the leetui^ on the occasion, I 
saw him lead her to the water, and go back to the 
kouse with his eyes suffused with tears. The 
i^ed man who would mok J^awrence to perdition^ 



was Strieker wkh an arrow from the quiver of the 
Altni^ty. He cried, ** I dm lost." In the nigfar 
watcnes he said, ** Must I be a companion of der* 
lis eternally?^' He called on Lawrence often ^^ 
und eflriK^ly requested him to pray for him/ 
There was no ifiaii in whom he had an equal 
meagre of ctont}den<ie. !I here was gmund for^ 
liope thftt tius a^d blasphemer shared of the ren*^ 
ovmtoig influences of heavenly grace. 

Wh^i the converts were giving a reason of their 
hope, preparatory to baptiism, one wonld say thaC 
he happened to cmiie up to the deacon's door 
when tie was engaged in prayer, and that it took 
tferioos hold upon him. Another that he was 
Struck by hearing him pray in public on the Sab* 
bath. And another that he was awakened by his 
public exhortations. The deacon upon hearing 
soch notices of h» performances, would let off a 
shower of tears, and say from his hmrt, ** let God 
hav^e the praise, for the work is surely his." This 
eminent servant of God did not possess talents 
above mediocrity ; but his heart was deeply im- 
bued with the spirit of his divine Master. His 
prayers seemed Uke holy wrestling with God, and 
therefore availed much. He was strictly calvinis- 
tic in his doctrinal views. His beloved wife was 
equally pious, and a true yoke-fellow until the 
day of her death. By the influence of this good 
man, a church was constituted in the place, as a 

Cermanent light to the community. The church 
as from its infancy been blest with a pious min-* 
istry generally, and the morals of society greatly 
improved. In this church the deacon found a 
peaceful home, until he was called to join the 
churdi trmnpbant. 

5* 
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* I will here introduce a ralher pkam^g «ii«ui| 
which occurred at an evening lecture got up by 
the deacon. The preacher's name was Stone ; a 
bright, shrewd oianv a total etraoger in the place* 
There was, at the lecture, an a^ed man, a mosl 
bitter enemy to the Baptists : not beoaute he was 
a Congregatiooalist, but for the want of piety. I- 
had a great desire to draw this man and the preach*, 
er into an argument on baptism, ain} open booh' 
ipunion. I commenced the discourse io hope 
that the aged opposer would soon be glad to en<» 
gage in the controversy. I was at this time 9 
Pedobaptist; though not a little shaken in my 
views of baptism. I insinuated that it mattered 
little, or nothing, whether the rite was perforaaed- 
by sprinkling or immersion; provided sincerity 
was not wanting. 

Mr. Stone, to refute me, proposed the follow-* 
ing case : A man about to leave home, for dayjS, 
says to his son, ' I wish you to draw my likenestf 
in my absence, and I want it done correctly.' 
The young man prepares himself for the work ; 
a swine passes .the door, and he says to himself, 
\ it will be much easier to draw the likeness of said 
animal, than my father ; a picture is but a pic* 
ture ; so I will draw a perfect likeness of a swine.' 
He does it. His father returns and calls on his 
son to present his likeness. He pretents his la- 
bored picture. The father says, ' this is not my 
likeness ; you have violated my order,' The son 
makes a slimsy defence, but does not satisfy his 
insulted parent. 

Here the preacher said in application, that God 
had required us to draw his likeness, and that it 
must be done to order, and thai Jie would accept 
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of tiothiDg as a robstilute. Whetfier this figure- 
was well chosen or not, I will leave others to de- 
cide ; but however, it was severely felt, and no 
tongue moved in opposition. 



With the writer the tide of life raw low, 
Yet his djiBg day he does not know ; 
This great eveni to God is known. 
Writ in a book chained to his throne. 

How short the space from joath to age, 
O may this truth my Ihoaghts engage 
And lead my heart to rise above. 
Where lives and reigns incarnate love. 

Farewell to all my brethren dear, 
l^j birth and blood yon are most dear ; 
Christ's precions cause may yon maintain, 
In this you'll find eternal gain. 

By faith resist the wiles of hell, 
And when the victory *s won you'll tell 
The mighty heavens of Christ your King, 
And of his grace most sweetly sing. 



\ 
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A FUNEKAL SERMON, 

BellTered tt tte Pnneral of (hipt. Saamel Cominss, tt Co^. 
nisb, R. I., Janmuir 8, 1836. 



t^BBOIOUS IN T0X SIGHT 01* THB LoBD IS THJS DEATH Ot 

HIS Saihts* — ^Psalms czn. 15. 

Death is an event certain to all, and dreaded by most. 
The unwelcome thought steals into the minds of the 
sons and^ daughters of pleasure, and suggests the idea 
that their breath and their pleasures must soon pass 
away ; and for a moment their laughter is turned into 
mourning, and their joy into heaviness, and with a heav- 
Inff sigh, they wish that their lives and their pleasures 
had the stamp of immortality ; and even the truly pious 
are not all calm, when they look forward to the hour 
whieh shall dissolve their earthly tabernacle, change 
their mode of existence and introduce them into the 
world of spirits. But the providence oi God overrules 
all opposition, and confirms the solemn declaration, " It 
is appointed unto tH men once to die, and after^ death 
the judgment." 

Death levels all distinctions of a worldlv nature, dis- 
annuls human purposes and puts an everlasting period 
to all the dreams of lifb, and introduces man into thst 
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world wbore nneertainty dies, and olianffes are unkiiowo. 
But however much death is dreaded by the people of 
€K)d, it is nevertheless precious in his sight ; and what- 
ever is precious in his dght, must be desirable indeed. 

In discoursing upon these words, I shall first deline- 
ate the character of a saint, and secondly show on what 
account his death i^ preijous ik Ac sight of the Xord. 

1. A saint is a person whose &ith and life agree wifli 
the orades of Gt>d ; which oracles are adapted to our rar 
tbnal nature, and our fallen state. In his primeval 
state, a revdation declaratory of infinite mercj would 
have been unnecessary, and of course premature. In 
bis 9tete of iunoc^nce, man looked to the law as his hufi- 
band and defence ; and possessing holiness, in nature 
and measure agreeing with the law, he had peace within 
and peace without ; with a heart of sinless holiness, he 
was in friendship with all holy beings in the universe, 
and of course, enjoyed the favor and smiles of all. 

None can tell the eicact time in which man contmued 
in a state of holiness, but all agree that it was veiy 
limited. 

There are some things respecting the fall of man 
which are wrapped in mystery, and so must remain, I 
presume, until the chronicles of heaven shall develope 
what hitiierto has not been revealed. But we are in- 
structed to believe that man fell from his ori^al holy 
and happy state, by transgressing a positive command of 
God, in relation to the tree of knowledge of good and 
evil ; and we are moreover taught that it was the plea- 
sure of God to constitute such a connexion between 
Adam and his posterity, as to render it certain that his 
departure from God would surely carry all his posterity 
into a state of death ; that is, thev would possess the 
character, and find themselves in the condition of their 
sin ruined &ther. It appears from the sacred word, 
that God had thoughts of mercy concerning our fallen 
race, and to make this known> is one grand design of 
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Hhe Kble-^that jBarvellcms bQ^» in wbidf upe are laii^M 
that by nature we are all cliildren of disobedience and. 
of wrath, and that by the deeds ef the law no flesh eaa 
be justified in the sight of Grod ; and moreo?er, ouised 
is every one who oontinneth not in all thinga written in 
Ae book of the law, to do them. 

The gospel glories in an atonement by the great high* 
Ipriest ^ the Christian profession. Yea, wo read that 
** Grod so loved the world as to give his only begotteipt 
Son, that whosoever believethon him, might not perish, 
but have everlasting life." The most promiiient ritisils 
of the Old Testament and the prophets pointed to the 
Savior of men, and the holy evangelists, guided by the. 
Holy Ghost, insist that God has "fulfilled the mercy 
promised," ** in that he has raised up unto his people an 
bom of salvation in the house of his servant David." 
Those holy men, having in a clear and convincing man* 
fter set forth the advent of Christ, his sinless life, his 
Biiracles, his doctrines, together with his painful death, 
and glorious resurrection, command all to repent and 
believe in him with all the heart. Whoever now com- 
piles with these divine requirements, and who sets to his 
seal that God is true, doubtless possesses the character 
of a saint, or Christian, and is entitled to the blessing&l 
of the new and ** everlasting covenant." 

2. Where this faith is enjoyed, correspondent fruit 
will not be wanting. '* Make the tree good, and the 
fruit will be good also." Tliis is a divine maxkn, let it 
support or depress whom it may. 

The apostle James challenges the faith of all whoso 
fruit does not correspond with the gospel ; *' show me 
thy faith," said he, *' without thy works, and I will 
show thee my faith by my works." The legitimate 
ofl&pring of true &ith, is pactieal piety, which implies 
the holy worship of God in secret, private and public, 
and includes reading the saered senptures, meditation, 
prayer and praise, and a delightftd attendance upon the 



112* ktnmvi: 

ol4bifflieed of the gospel, and all the flieans of gniee nad^ 
knowledge, with whieh we ai^ bkesed by tbe kki4' 
att<^or of OTir existence and Balyatkm. The pious 
Pisalmiet said, " how Amiable are thy tabernaoles, O' 
Lord of fa^alB." ** In thy temple shall every one speak 
ci thy gloiy." •* Bless ye the Lord, and worship at^ 
Msfoolstool.^ 

I now pass to show wherein the death of a saint Isf 
preoiouB in tiie sight of the Lord. 

1. The Lord takes an interest in all tlmi is importanl^ 
and interesting to his people ; and snrely death will be 
considered as a vastly weighty event in <fee everlasting 
history of their existenee. The dissolution of the body 
is a clear fulfilment of the divme threatening — ^' Dusfe 
thou art/' from the dust thou wast taken, " and unto 
dust shaltthou return f* and considered in this light, it' 
is in the sight of the Lord a desirable occurrence. God 
realizes a holy pleasure in the falfilment of his mosli^ 
dreadful denunciations. 

2. In the dissolution of the body, Gk)d manifests hig 
holy indignation against sin. Death was introduced' 
into the world by sin, and in the pains of death God 
manifested his holy displeasure against it, and in noner 
more clearly than those whom the text includes ; ex- 
cepting, however, his beloved Son, in whose agonies 
there was the hi^cst possible display of his infinite dis-' 
approbation of all iniquity. Every painful event in the 
universe is in consequence of moral depravity; and 
therein we discover its malignant nature, and tbe holi- 
ness of the ** Lawgiver, who is able to save and de- 
stroy." The fiict that death to a saint is his passport to 
endless joy, cannot be urged against the above reason- 
ing ; for God said to his people of old, ** You dhly have 
I known of all the ftimilies of the earth ; therefore wiU 
I punish you for all your iniquities 5" and moreover, 
" As many as I love I rebuke and diasten." In re- 



laAmg and fastening his people, tile Holy one of 
Israel declares his abhorrence cf a^l moral impimij ; 
Mid yet all things, yea, eren death itself, will produce a 
sidst happy result to the saints. According to tho 
tbove reasoning, we discover that the death of a snnt 
is precious in the sight of the Lord. 

3. In the hour of death, the people of God, at least 
ibany of them, display a measnre of firmness and com- 
fesure of mind, which strikingly manifests the tru1& 
and power of the gospel. A mnltititde have yirtnally 
opened their bosoms to the shafts of the King of terrors, 
and ihey have even smiled in the cold embrace of death. 
In this trying scene, none renounce the gospel ; but, on 
Ihe contrary, many, yea, all the pious cleave to it as a 
palladium and anchor of bope. The system of revealed 
truth is surely from €k)d. An apostle calls it ** the 
gloriouB gospel of the blessed Qod;" therefere every 
event which is calculated to display its blessedness, 
efficacy and saving power, must be pleasing in the sight 
of God. To see persons, who in other things are tim* 
orous, standing upon the shore of Jordan,, seeing the 
waves roll h^h, with undaunted spirit, willing to bid 
adieu to friends, and lifo and time, and descend into 
Hie dark and silent tomb, in hope of a glorious immor- 
tality ; it proves llie gospel to be the power of Qod unto 
salvation, to every one who believeth. In view of such 
a scene, an infidel might with propriety say, " Let me 
die the death of &e righteous, and let my last ^d be 
l&e his." 

4. Death is an event well calculated to give the 
saint increamng conviction and experience of the pre- 
eiousness of the blessed Redeemer. An apostle said, 
" Unto you who believe, he is precious ;" and he is in^ 
deed so to the Christian, when he is first brought out of 
darkness into marvellous light. And as he progresses 
in sanctifieation, his views of Ghrnt will be more clear 
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tad eoiuriMUt, tfnd Ub hr^ tritt te wofee avimt tai 
ocmstant ; axid especiaUy in tb& ho^r of disaolatioa, wieil 
the eaint, iri^ bis eyes open, will look backward tad 
fotwavd, downward and uj^ward, — i. e., u{K>n hit natiy# 
depravity, his many siuSi and the strict scrutinj whicli 
awaits him at the seat of judgment, — ^tbe gtayo» as thot 
reoeptacle of his languishing body, — ^and eternity, bis 
evemsting homo ; with these things jbearing on th,e mkid, 
with a 4^rtain expectation of passing to the WOi^d e| 

Sirits in a few moments, to hear bis final sent^aoe d^ 
e mQntb of bis <^nisc^ent Judge |*-~thu9 conditioned^ 
a mortal, yea, a pious moartsd, wUl realuse his crying neai 
of the gracious offices of the almighty and gracious Ee^ 
deemef . And we have abundant evidence in tbe sacred 
W(»d, that the eternal Fatber supremely delights in tb^ 
Son of bis love, and therefore requires us all to bonmp 
tbe Son as we do tbe Father ; and as tbe dying Chris* 
tian realizes more than ever his need of Christ, and ba^ 
more enlarged views of bis fullness and suffideney, ii 
seems that bis death, in.Uie above view of it, is tr^y. 
precious in tbe wght ot tbe Lord. 

5. We are taught in tbe scriptures, that tbe Lfii?d 
loves bis people with an everla^ng love, and of course 
nothing can separate them from it ; and it is abundantly 
evident that love inclines tbe professor of it to seek tbe 
bappiness of those who are the objects of it, and every 
holy being delights in givmg proofs of love by tbe peiv 
formanpe of those acts which are its legitimate offspring, 
and in which those who arc favored will see and tealize 
tbe good will of tbe donor. And surely tbe death of 
the saints affi>rds our heavenly Father an oppertunitv to 
manifest his love and tenderness tp them, in giving mem 
support in that most trying hour, while passing tbrou^ 
tbe vale of death, where to reach them every finite arm 
would be infinitely too weak and ^ort The Psalmist 
aiMd, '' Though I walk through tbe dark valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for thou art witb 



m} % red and % staff, Aey eonfoi me/' TheM* 
fore, the deftth ef a auat is {Hreoioiu m the Big^t of the 
Lord. 

* A pons po«l tfaas writes : — 

'^ O, glorious hour ! O, blest abode ! 
I shall be near and like my God ; 
I shall behold his blissfal fac6, 
And ttand complete in righteouittets*^' 

And another saith :-7- 

<* Death is our subterranean road to bliss ; 
We dive in death to rise in fiiirer sans. 
When shftll I die ? when shall I live foreTer P" 

I add the words of another ; — 

*^ Te wheels of natnre, speed your eourse, 

Te mortal powers, decay ; 
Fast as ye bring the night of death, 

Ye bring eternal day." 

6. Their death will be precioas in the aght of the 
Lord, inasaoruch as it will terminate their Bufferings and 
Ibeir 8»rrows» and kitroduee Aeni to scenes of ineffitble 
JDy in the invBuediate presence of the Lord, according to 
tiue saered prayer of Christ — '* Eather, I will that those 
whom t^n hast given me may be with me, where I am, 
that they may bdhold my glory." The Eeyelator said, 
*' I heard a voice from heaven, saying nnto me, ' Write, 
blessed are the dead who die in the Jjotd, from hencch 
Ibtth, sdth the Sjniit ; for they shall rest from their 
Ubovs, and their works do foll<)w them/ " Qoi has 
promised to his people a vast inheritance, but the prin* 
cipal part of it bes beyond the grave ; and in <»der to 
possess the purchased and promised possession, they 
must break every mdrtal tie, cpiit this vale of s^se, and 
so gain the perfeotixm of their i^^ritaal natnre and taktt 
possession of infinite felicity in the imBiediate preseno^ 
of GtMi and the Land). I say, Qod ha8t)z«aiiMd to hi» 
saints, endless happiness in heaven. JSeileo the great 



(4iifnge of deatfa, vfiiMi lU their pds^rt t0 ttie prd&iMl 
bliss, must be preeioasiiutba sight of tbe Lord. 

7. The resurrection of the bodj, the Ittat great glori- 
ons act which Christ as Mediator will perform in fiivor 
of his saints before ho resigns the Mediatorial kingdom, 
depends on their dissolution. We are whoHy depend- 
ent upon divsae rerelation for in£[>nnat]0n.aiid evidence 
respecting the resurrection of the dead ; but aided by 
this divine light, we realize both its certainty and its 
glory. We deem it oorxect to say that the resurrection 
will be one of the most grand and sublime events re- 
corded in the history of divine operations ; and it is an 
event in which the saints take a lively interest. 

The resurrection of Christ was a divine seal, set to 
the truth of his doctrine and the glcoy of his chaoraoter ; 
and moreover, it is a sure pledge of the resurrection of 
his chosen people. An apostle tells us that the bodies 
of the saints are sown in corruption, in weakness and in 
dishonor ; and lihat they will ne raised in honor, in in- 
oorruption and in glcny ; and the power of €k>d in eall«< 
ing up the millions of his people, some of whom will 
have been under i^e power of death dnrifig the lapse of 
ages, and in clothing them in all the beauty of original 
organization and life, will be most surprisiBg and 
astonishing; and this great transaction will finiai the 
Mediatorial work, offiee and kingdom of Christ, and 
the afl^rs of the universe will* be settled for eternity. 
If the ^resurrection will be a glorious event, then we 
see why the death of the saints is precious in the sight 
of the Lord. 

IMPROVEMENT. 

1. From this subject, we learn that deadi, an appall- 
ing and dreadful event considered in itself, is, through 
die abundant mercy and goodness of Qod, rendered 
subservient to the happiness of his children and bis owu 
declarative gkny. 
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'2* The pao^ of God ought aot torepiiM nor mmw 
war at the thooght of dying, but possess a cheerful ret 
mgnatioii to the divine ^ill, and bless God that ** life 
aM immoitalitj are brought to li^t by the Gospel," 
a|id tliat through grace the death of the pious is precioaa 
la &B sight of the Lord, and will be, and will appear 
ao to them, when it shall be swallowed up in victory. 

3. If the death of a saint be precious in the sight of 
the Lord, the death of a wicked and ungodly man must 
and will be as different as his character is. ** The 
wicked is driven away in his wickedness ; but the rightr 
eous hath hope in his death." For a saint ** to live, is 
Christ, and to die, is gain." 

4. In the light of our subject, we perceive the vast 
importance of gospel piety, composed of holy love, re- 
pentance towards God, and faith in our Lord Jesus 
Chi-ist. Such, and only such, have the promise that all 
things shall work together for their good, and that their 
great change will be precious in the sight of the Lord, 
and truly and eternally so to them. 

May God in his infinite mercy lead us to all sincere 
repentance, and enable us to live the life of the right- 
eous, that our death and eternal state may be like his. 

ADDRESSES. 

M^ aged Friend and Si$ter : — ^The relaticHiship of 
yourself and oor aged father, which is now dissolved, 
was the first in nature and kind which ever existed upon 
earth ; that is, the relation of husband and wife. God 
created man, male and female, and by his own sacred 
hand he united the first pair of our rase. From this 
relationship and nnioa have arisen those of every grade 
of an earthly nature. Whatever of love and friendship 
subsists between other relations, is more than realisea 
by those in the rektion which God has this day dis* 
solved. Twice, madam, you have consented to the 
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isaniA^ fow, nM twice ixnA heaten i*el««sed fm bom 
ihe obbgalaon, by giTing your dear compatikms islo tlM 
band of d«atb. Tbis second stroke has fallefi u^on yos 
wben &r advanced in days, and nnde^ a ireigbfc ei yean^ 
your strength nmeb wasted, and your capaci^ to en- 
dure, very limited. Thus conditioned, your sorrew «f 
heart must be weighty indeed. But remember-, be>> 
loved sister, that he who a£9icts you is infinitely able to 
support and carry you in the hand of his mercy throng 
the severest storm, and cause all things to work for your 
everlasting good. Trust in the Savior, and he will be 
your God and Judge in his holy habitation. A prophel 
said, ** when my soul fainted within me, I remembered 
the Lord, and my prayer came even into his holy tem- 
ple." May it be thus with you ; remember the power, 
goodness and mercy of God, and you will not greatly 
&int. May this solemn stroke in the evening of life; 
be a means of preparing you abundantly for your 
great change, which your age predicts to be just at 
hand. 

May the Lord bless you, and render the evening of 
your life pleasant, and may your sun set in peace, and 
your latter end be glorious. 

Dear Ohildren: — You this day mourn the loss of 
your only earthly parent, and your loss is indeed very 
considerable ; but far less than it would have been thir- 
ty years ago, when he was in active life, and you de- 
pendent upon him Hit suj^Myrt and instruction. Ho ImmI 
done all for you which he could ; heimtciied over your 
ittfimt days, be instiruoted you in the time of youth, aad 
has doub^ess prayed often and fervently for your salva- 
tion.- He has Mved to see you settled in the world, and 
has viewed wtlii delight your rimng d&pring. But his 
parental labors and duties are finished forovei^--death 
nas shut up the soene-^hid ears, whieh were once atten- 
tive to your calls, are deaf to the loudest thunder — and 
his eyes, wfai^ have looked upon y(Mi and your children 



trttk 6iafki(fia» «C 4di^ are now elond fbreror— «il 
Vsf bearti ^kh once best higb wiA frfom% care, hat 
scmk to feal ; and maj yott ail piously sabnit to tbia' 
bofy bei«ay«tteiit» «ib^ aay ^ wiH of tb^ Loid be 
dane ; and isiay ted be iiankfal Aat dtirii^ ae maii j 
^mm j(m ettjoyed se Talopible a parent. And now be 
bas gene to tbe o4ber ifoM, I entoai ym to live ni 
peace wi(& eaeb otb^, and may yon be cmolons imita* 
to^ttf bis virtues ; and tbus g^nlfy God in life, ibat so 
yonr deal^ may hc^ pfeoiotM in bia aigbt, and you truly 
bappy forever. 

I now turn to tbe oidy snmving brother and slstef>» 
In-kir. Deatb, tbe great destroyer, bas been making 
bowrds, mm year relatives, ni^l tbeir number is very 
«BalL You, sir, I tbink, are tbe only survivor of a 
Oamerous £unily * tborefbre, to you ibis stroke miMt be 
indeed very painful, and mucb so to your companion, 
and also to bar wbo is tbe aged widow of an elderly 
l^KTOtber, wbo bas long sinee been in tbe grave. May 
God in mtfieb merey smMe upon you all in tbis sore be^ 
i*eavement, and give yon to Teaiise tbat tbe cbastise^ 
vaemto of hoavim «r6 in infinite veetitade,- and tbat tb^ 
Judge of all tlie earih does right. "Wliilo tli-as, de^^ 

relatives, one after another are eailed ftpom your tendi^ 
embraoes to tbe world of spirits, may it serve to we^ 
you moi^ abundantly from createQS, ««d »ttecb you ^ 
the adorable Creator, through the only Savior of l^^ 
men. 

The church of which our deceased faAer was a men>. 
ber, has abundant cause of sorrow on this occasion ; j^^ 
tbat his life was unchristian, and bis character stained 
with iniquity, and tbat darkness covers las name and 
Utter end ; nay, they have cause to mourn departed 
worth ; for he eminently adorned his profession by an 
exhibition of those graces, which we trust are now ma- 
tured unto glory. His hope of salvation rested on the 
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eemble their Head in wmt of moral oxcelkafio, he item- 
ed to he u ecmttant fbllotrer of his diTiiie Miatt^. With 
bow little {^ty he might jurt pass fjirongb the gate of 
liie» WM ii(H} his iuqnir j* but he ioA xeepeet unto a& 
God's commandd^ in the keeping oi whieh there is gsMt 
reward. He waa truly a man of prayer, and he deli^)i»- 
od in all the dnties of the saoctuftry, and here faia eesi 
was never yaoant^ unless Qod Ibrbid his filling ik 
When his brethren erred, he was always gnofed, btet 
he never srieved his brethren. In one good trait rf 
character I never saw him outdone : that is, the govern- 
mcmt of the tongue. Believing that those irbo preach 
the gospel ought to live of the gosnei, he was che^ul 
and liberal in their suppcurt. lutbetiussionATy eaisaa 
he took a lively inteijest ; belleying that th&^ was xm^ 
ter in the Well of life, he was wiUing to assist in rolling 
the stone from its mout)}, that others might drink ana 
live forever. But des^h has {mt a period to the life and 
usefulness of our venerable lather. He has pronounced 
his valedictory, and retired ; and we confld^itly hope 
that he was caUed &om the imperfeot £unily ci Ghrisl 
below, to fill a glorious seat among the perfected family 
above. 

May we humbly thank Chrbt fi>r his hc^ful piety 
and his usefalness, and be reiagnod to his death, and 
with all CImsilans, prepare to follow him. — Amen. 



* 



,-■:> 



f 




3 2044 029 899 341 



^ • 



